1.  Jesus (Yeshua, He shall lead us) said, 





     No man can serve two masters... Ye cannot serve God and mammon.    


     -- Mat 6:24 (KJV)





2.  Is it enough to call Jesus 'Lord'?  Jesus requires something more...





    And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things 


    which I say?    -- Luke 6:46 (KJV)  





3.  Is it not enough that Jesus is Lord of all? Peter preached to 


    Cornelius, 





    The word which God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching 


    peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:)    -- Acts 10:36 (KJV)





    Then Peter '.... commanded them to be baptized in the NAME 


    of the Lord....' -- Acts 10:48 (KJV)





    a. baptism is IN something (or INTO.....?)





       For as many of you as have been baptized INTO 


       Christ have PUT ON Christ.    -- Gal 3:27 (KJV)





       Therefore if any man be IN Christ, he is a new creature: old things


       are passed away; behold, ALL things are become new., 2 Cor 5:17 





    b. Baptism requires calling on ....





       (1) For whosoever shall call upon the NAME of the Lord shall 


           be saved.    -- Rom 10:13 (KJV)





       (2) Saul said, '... Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, 


           I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: -- Acts 9:5 (KJV)





           And he ... said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? 


           And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, 


           and it shall be told thee what thou must do. -- Acts 9:6 (KJV)





           Ananias told Saul to '.... arise, and be baptized, and 


           wash away thy sins, calling on the NAME of the Lord.' Ac. 22:16





        (3) Thus, Baptism requires calling on the NAME of the Lord. 





            What is the Lord's name? '...thou shalt call his name JESUS:


            for He shall save His people from their sins,' Matt 1:21

















4. If Jesus is Lord of all, what about those people who do not obey Him?





   a.   Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this 


        world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the 


        spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: - Eph 2:2 





    b.   Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the 


         lusts of our flesh... and were by nature the children of wrath, 


         even as others.  -- Eph 2:3 (KJV)





     c.   Let no man deceive you ... for because of these things cometh 


          the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. -- Eph 5:6 





5.  Is there a different relationship between those who are disobedient


    and those who are obedient to the Lord?





    a. The obedient are IN Jesus' KINGDOM, 





       'Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath 


        translated us INTO the KINGDOM of his dear Son: -- Col 1:13 (KJV)





     b. The obedient walk as children of light, not darkness and also


        are IN the LORD...





        'For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in 


         the Lord: walk as children of light:' -- Eph 5:8 (KJV)


      


      c. The obedient have His inheritance IN the saints, Eph 1:18. 





      d. The obedient enjoy '...ALL spiritual blessings in heavenly


         places IN CHRIST,' Eph. 1:3 





       e. The obedient enjoy a special relationship as part of 


          Christ's church, His kingdom, Eph 1:22, Acts 2:47, etc.





6.  When does this transformtion take place, from disobedience to


    obedience? Romans chapter 6 is perhaps the clearest passage


    in the New Testament on baptism. According to this passage, the


    following things occur at baptism:





     a. '... old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might 


         be destroyed, that ... we should not serve sin.'-- Rom 6:6   





         SERVE, (1398, to be a slave, absolutely; to be subject to, obey)





        WE WERE SERVING SIN; NOW WE SERVE CHRIST.








 


      b. Our baptism mirrors Jesus' death (Rom 6:1-5). Paul says that


         '.... death hath no more dominion over him (Christ)'- Rom 6:9 





         'For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not 


         under the law, but under grace. -- Rom 6:14 (KJV)


         


         DOMINION, (2961) to have authority, rule over, be lord over,


         exercise lordship over (Berry's and Strong's), related to KURIOS.





      c.  THERE IS A CHANGE OF LORDSHIP, AUTHORITY, RULE, AT BAPTISM.





          Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, 


          his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, 


          or of obedience unto righteousness?    -- Rom 6:16 (KJV)





          Being then made free from sin, ye became the 


          servants of righteousness.    -- Rom 6:18 (KJV)





          OBEDIENCE (Rm. 6:15), (5218/5219), to listen to, hearken to, obey.


         


          SERVANTS (Rm. 6:18), (1402), to be reduced to or held in bondage.





          '.... as ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness 


           and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members 


           servants to righteousness unto holiness. -- Rom 6:19 


 


           YIELD, (3636) place near at hand, provide, offer, dedicate,


           consecrate.


     


     d.   Therefore at baptism, (1) we yield to Christ, 


                                (2) we become bond-servants of Christ,


                                (3) we become obedient to Christ


                                (4)  we allow Christ to have dominin (lordship). 


7.  Some questions:





     a.   IF Jesus is Lord of everyone, is everyone obedient to Him?


          Is everyone submissive to His lordship? 





     b.   Can a person be submissive to Jesus' lordship, yield to


          Christ, become obedient to Christ, without baptism?





     c.   If a person is already obedient to Christ without baptism,


          why is baptism necessary?





     d.   Can a person be IN the Lord (Eph 5:8) without baptism? 





     e.   Is the confession of Acts 8:37  and Matt 10:32-33 sufficient?





     f.   Can 'Jesus is Lord of my life' be truly said before baptism? OR


          Would 'I want to make Jesus Lord of my life' be more accurate?


         


                    When Do We Start Serving the LORD ?











