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Note to student: Definitions of words are taken from Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament. The numbers by the words are keyed to Strong's Exhaustive Concordance and Berry's Interlinear Greek-English New Testament, published by Baker Book House. The actual words are quoted from the New American Standard Bible.





God's Leaders





Must first be servants





What kind of a leader was Christ? (Phil 2:5-8)





What must we do first to be a leader? (Lk 22:25-27)





Introduction: The shepherds





Ezek 34:1-12





In this passage, God rebukes the spiritual shepherds of Israel.





Name nine sins that the shepherds of Israel did (or neglected). Ezek 34:1-6




















Tell what happened to the flock of Israel because of the sins of the shepherds (Ezek 34:8)











Tell how and why God will punish the unfaithful shepherds (Ezek 34:9-10)











Will God still punish His unfaithful shepherds? Why?











Because the shepherds were unfaithful, what did God have to do? (Ezek 34:11-16)





�



Jn 10:1-15





Jesus tells us that He is the Good shepherd.





What happens to those who do not enter in by Christ, the door? (Jn 10:1,7)





How must the shepherds enter? (Jn 10:2)








What does the true shepherd do that hirelings do not?�(Jn 10:3-5) Name four things.

















What are the differences between Jesus and the robbers?�(Jn 10:8-10)














What makes Jesus the GOOD shepherd? (Jn 10:11-15)











What must God's shepherds do for the sheep? Why? (Jn 10:12-15)








Ac 20:17-35





Paul speaks to the elders at Ephesus. We can learn much from these words that Paul spoke before going to Jerusalem and to a Roman prison.








What  kind of teaching must leaders provide for the flock?�(Ac 20:18-21)








What must leaders be ready to face? Why? (Ac 20:22-25)











What makes us innocent of the blood of all men?�(Ac 20:26-27, Ezek 3:17-18)








�



Why must leaders be on guard? (4337)�(Ac 20:28-30)








Take heed (on guard, 4337): turn the mind to, attend to, be attentive, to care for, provide for.








What does Paul say is the motive of the false teachers (wolves) ? Ac 20:29-30











Why and how must leaders be alert (watch, 1127)? (Ac 20:31)








Watch (on the alert, 1127): give strict attention to, be cautious, active, to take heed lest some destructive calamity overtake suddenly.





What  happened to a Roman soldier who slept on guard duty?








What happens to a Christian who sleeps on guard duty?














How is Paul an example to all leaders? (Ac 20:33-35)








Who must be the greatest givers in the church? (Ac 20:34-35)





Why is this so important?








Summary:  What does it mean to be a shepherd?








The Elder





Description and duties





Elder





Shepherd (Pastor)





Bishop (Overseer)





Teacher (Eph 4:11, Jas 3:1





I Pet 5:1-5 lists what eight things which shepherds (elders) must do. List them:


�



I Pet 5:3 says elders must prove to be what? Why?








QUALIFICATIONS





Beside each word is a definition. At least one example or scripture follows each word.








I Tim 3:1-13





Note: except for 'the husband of one wife ', and having believing children, all Christian men should meet these qualifications.


Overseer  1985 a man charged with the duty of seeing that things to be done by others are done rightly, any curator, guardian, or superintendent; one who watches over others' welfare.





Children without parents are assigned guardians by our courts. Museums have curators, and large estates have trustees.





Would a museum want a convicted art thief to be curator? Why?














I Cor 4:2 says all Christians must be what? Why?


























Above reproach, (423), not apprehended, that cannot be laid hold of, not open to censure, irreproachable, blameless.








Why  must we live a blameless life? Who will be silenced if we live this kind of life? (I Pet 2:12-15)














A flawless diamond must not have any chips or cracks even under a bright light and a powerful magnifying glass. Will elders' lives be examined as carefully? Why?








Should leaders be prepared for criticism, no matter what decisions they make? Why?


�



What should be our reaction to criticism?�(Mt 5:10-12, Lk 6:27-29)











The husband of one wife (of one wife husband) 3391 1135 435





3391, (1520) a cardinal numeral, one


(1135)  a woman





(435)  a husband





Will the elder's wife be examined as closely as an elder?











What would a divorced man being an elder or deacon cause?











Would a divorced man be able to give effective counsel to the married? (I Tim 3:4-5)








Temperate (sober) 3524 sober, temperate, abstaining from wine, or at least from its immoderate use; in some cases wine could not touch an offering described by this word.








Steel is heated to red hot, shaped, and then plunged into water to strengthen it. This process is called tempering. How must we have temper?








Why is not drinking wine advisable? (I Thess 5:22)








With what things is alcohol (and certain drugs) associated?  (Prov 20:1)








What must we be filled with instead of wine? Why?�(Eph 5:18)





Prudent (discreet) 4998, curbing one's desires and impulses, self-controlled, temperate, sober-minded.





Why must we have self-control? (II Tim 2:4-5)








Should the church be the last priority of its leaders? (Mt 6:33)








What sacrifices must leaders be willing to make for the church?


�



Respectable (decorous) 2887, well-arranged, of a man living with decorum, a well-ordered life.





Why must we have this kind of life? Whom must we imitate? (Eph 5:1-2)











What qualities must the followers see in leaders? What must the world see in the leaders of the church? Why?





Hospitable (5382) hospitable, generous to guests.








How do we learn to show hospitality? (I Tim 5:8)








What is one of the requirements a widow must meet in order for the church to support her? (I Tim 5:9-10)











Can a leader who has an uncordial wife show hospitality effectively? Why?








What is a possible reward for showing hospitality?�(Heb 13:2)











Able to teach, 1317 apt and skillful in teaching.








Why is the teaching so important? (I Tim 4:16)








What kind of teaching must leaders provide for the church? (Heb 5:12-14)











Not addicted to wine (not 3943) one who sits long at his wine, given to wine, drunken.








What could drinking alcohol do? (Eph 4:27)








How might Satan take advantage of a leader who drinks alcohol? (II Cor 2:11, Eph 6:11)





What kind of example must leaders be to our young people?





�



Not pugnacious (not 4131) a bruiser, ready with a blow, contentious, quarrelsome.





What kind of attitude does Jesus require us to have?�(Mt 5:5, 5:39)











Some people always seem to have "a chip on their shoulder". Can a leader afford to have this attitude?  Why?








Gentle (1933) equitable, fair, mild, gentle, meek.








What was Paul's attitude toward using his authority?�(I Th 2:6-8)











Why is a gentle leader more effective than a dictator?








Uncontentious (not 269) not to be withstood, invincible, not contentious.





Why must leaders not be contentious or quarrelsome?�(II Tim 2:23-26)








What should our attitude be toward the person who always wants to "pick a fight"?











Free from the love of money 866 not loving money or greedy (this word only found in I Tim 3:3 and Heb 13:5).





Why does Jesus warn us against greed? (Lk 12:15-20)








What sins is greed the same as? (Eph 5:3-5)








Why will few ever admit that they are greedy?








Why are people who love money never satisfied?�(Eccl 5:10-12)








What will give us a good attitude about money?�(II Cor 8:5)





To what standard does Jesus call us? (Lk 9:23-25)


�



Manages his household well (his own house well ruling)-





well (2573)





ruling (4291)





Why is being a good father and husband so important?(I Tim 3:4-5)








When does Jesus increase our responsibility?(Mt 25:23,29)








What kind of influence does a leader with a poor home life have?











Might being a leader cause him to neglect his family?








2573 beautifully, finely, excellently; esp. a duty or office which one fulfills well.





What is our reward for being faithful to God?�(Mt 25:23, Rev 2:10)








Do people appreciate the same things as God?�(I Cor 1:18-25)








To preside over (4291).





How does God give us talents? How must we use them? Why? (Mt 25:15-18)








How must leaders NOT lead? (I Pet 5:1-3) Why?








Are elders dictators?  Must they follow "majority rule"?





Who has the final responsibility for what happens in the church?








Children under control (in subjection) children (5043), subjection (5292).





What does an undisciplined child say about the parents? (Prov 29:15)








How does God discipline us? (Heb 12:6-11)





�



What are the results of proper discipline?(Heb 12:10-11)








Are children of leaders expected to behave better than other children?





Lawful male or female children(5043).








Why are children so special? (Ps 127:3-5)








Why must we be careful what we teach them? (Mt 18:4-6)








(5292) control, obedience, subjection, submissiveness.





How can leaders best teach others discipline?





Is a bad example as powerful as a good one? Why?�(Heb 4:11)








Dignity (dignified), gravity (4587) entitled to reverence or respect; dignity, gravity, majesty, sanctity.





Ps 8:4-8 says God created us how?








How should we live? (Rom 8:8-17)








List five blessings only Christians have (Rom 8:8-17):














How does this give us dignity?





Not a new convert, not a (3504) newly planted.





What is wrong with making a new Christian a leader? (Eph 4:13-14)





I Tim 3:6 says that the devil would be able to condemn a new convert if he were made a leader. How is this possible? (Heb 5:13-14)











What might be the problem with a new convert who wants to be an elder right away? (Ac 20:29-30)





�



Not  conceited, (5187) to raise a smoke, to wrap in a mist; to  make proud, puff up with pride, render insolent; to be puffed up with haughtiness or pride.





What problem must a leader already have conquered?�(I Cor 10:12)








Why is pride so bad? (Prov 29:23, 8:13, 16:18)





How can we avoid pride? (Mt 5:3)








Good reputation (testimony good) 3141 2570





3141 testimony in an ethical sense, concerning one's character.





2570  good, pleasing, firm.





Does it matter what people outside the church think about the leaders of the church? Why? (I Cor 6:2, Col 4:5)








How far should we go to protect our reputations?








What is the best way to have a good reputation?�(Mt 7:16-20)





(Words from Tit 1:5-9 begin here.)





Above  reproach (unimpeachable) 410 that cannot be called to account, unreprovable, unaccused, blameless.








Why do we need to be blameless? (II Cor 11:2)








How important was purity to Christ? (Eph 5:25-27)











When children of leaders misbehave, what should be the first thing that happens? Why?





(4103) trusty, faithful, of persons who show themselves faithful in the execution of commands (same as in I Tim 3:11)





Is someone who misses work 20% of the time considered faithful?





Is someone who stays home from work because it is cold or rainy considered faithful?


�



Does God require us to be more faithful in His kingdom than in our jobs? (Mt 6:33)





Not accused of dissipation (2724) accusation of dissoluteness (810).





(2724) accusation, charged.





(810)  of an abandoned man, one who cannot be saved; incorrigible, profligate, prodigal.





What kind of dissipation will ruin a life? How?�(Prov 31:2-5)








What other kind of dissipation will ruin a life? How? (Prov 32-35)








Why does the world look at sin as rewarding?�(Jas 1:14-16)








What is attractive about sin? (I Jn 1:16-17)








How can we avoid the sins of the world?�(Gal 5:16-17, 22-24)








Will we give up sin as long as we think it is attractive? Why?








Not accused of rebellion (insubordination 506) that cannot be subjected to control; disobedient, unruly, refractory.





Where does rebellion lead? (Lk 15:11-16)








What is the solution to this? (Lk 15:16-21)








What happened to these people who rebelled? Why?�(Num 14:22-30)











Why do people rebel against authority?  What are the results of this?








Not self-willed 829 self-pleasing, self-willed, arrogant.








Whose will did Jesus follow? (Mt 26:42)








Whose will must we follow? Why? (Jn 5:30)








Who likes a leader who always wants things "MY WAY"?








What is the problem with a leader who will not listen to others?








What will happen if a leader cannot admit he is wrong? (Prov 29:1)








Not quick tempered (passionate) 3711 prone to anger, soon angry.





Why is anger so bad? (Jas 1:19-20)








What must we have instead of anger? (Eph 4:31-32)








Who is a more accurate opponent, one who is calm or one who is angry? Why?





Not pugnacious (a striker) 4131 (same as in I Tim 3:3)








Should a SPIRITUAL leader ever resort to physical force? (Mt 26:52)








How can you tell whether or not a leader is prone to violence?








Loving what is good (5358), loving goodness.





What must we approve? Why? (Phil 1:10)








What are we like if we fail to do good? (Prov 25:26)








How far must we be willing to go to defend the truth?








What might serving God cost us?








If a false doctrine is popular, will we still oppose it? (Rom 3:4)





�



If our friends and family reject the truth, will we reject God?








If the other leaders and many of the church members follow a false doctrine, are we prepared to defend the truth? (II Tim 4:16-18)











Sensible (discreet 4998 defined above).





What must we do before we can be sensible?(Tit 2:11-12)








Who looks to us for an example?








Just (1342), rendering to each his due; passing just judgment on others, whether expressed in words or shown by the manner of dealing with them.








What is special about justice? (Ps 37:28-31)








Mic 6:8 says what is required? Why?








Whose standard of justice must we use? (Ps 19:7-9)











Do moral standards "change with the times"? (Jn 10:35)





Devout, holy (3741), undefiled by sin, free from wickedness, religiously observing every moral obligation, pure, holy, pious.





Why must we be holy? (Lev 11:44, I Pet 1:16)











Is the image of a monk living in a cave our idea of "holy"?





Does God expect us to live in the world? Why?�(I Cor 5:9-11)








How can a Christian do this and keep the command of�Jas 1:27 ?








�



Self-controlled (temperate), 1468, controlling one's self, temperate, continent.





How did David show self-control in each of the following scriptures?





II Sam 23:14-17











I Sam 24:1-12








II Sam 16:6-12











Exhort in sound doctrine, encourage (3870) with teaching (1319).





(3870), to instruct, teach.





(1319), that which is taught, doctrine.





Refute those who contradict; convict (1651)





(those who) gainsay (483).





Why is what we teach so important? (Prov 6:23)











Why must we be careful what we teach? (Jas 3:2)











Should we teach something we are not sure of?  Why?�(II Tim 3:14-15)











What must be our standard for teaching? (II Tim 3:15-17)








(1651) by conviction to bring to light, to expose, of the exposure and confrontation of false teachers.





Should we ignore a false doctrine? Why? (Eph 5:11-13)











What is the danger of any false doctrine? (II Tim 2:16-17)











�
What must be done with false teachers? (Tit 3:10)











Should a false teacher ever be allowed to continue teaching?








Under what circumstances should a false teacher be "pulled from the pulpit"?








Why is the truth dangerous to Satan? (Jn 8:32-36)








(483), to speak against, gainsay, contradict.








What kind of methods do false teachers use? (Jude 8-10)














How does Jude describe false teachers? (Jude 11-13,16)





Does the above description sound familiar to you?  Why?








What do the following scriptures say we must do to false teachers? Why?





Tit 3:10-11








Gal 1:6-10








List some ways in which we must be alert for false teachers:








Respect for elders





How must younger men act toward elders? How must all Christians behave toward one another? Why? (I Pet 5:5)











What will happen if we appoint leaders that we cannot respect?








Heb 13:17 says that who should be obeyed? Why?











What is the most serious responsibility of the elders?�(Heb 13:17)


�



Knowing the great responsibility of elders, how should we treat them? (Heb 13:7, I Tim 5:17)








What special considerations do elders receive?(I Tim 5:1,17-20)





Have your elders ever asked you for help? Have you helped them?





If your elders have not asked you for help, why?





Must the elders ask each person INDIVIDUALLY to do some project before anyone will respond? Why?








What kind of attitude does this give you toward elders?

















I Pet 5:4 says that the reward of a faithful shepherd is what?








The Deacon (1249)





The Designation





One who executes the commands of another; a servant, attendant, minister; one who is assigned an office by the church to care for the poor and has charge of and distributes the money collected for the poor.





Early Deacons





In Ac 6:1-6 what was the need? Why could the apostles not do this work?








Do the deacons and the elders do the same job?  Why?








Selected for a specific need/purpose.





These men to be full of what?








Name ten jobs a deacon can do.











Explain how a deacon doing his job well can help the elders do their job better.





�



Qualifications





Not double tongued, not (1351), saying one thing with one person, another thing with another person.





What must our speech be like? (Col 4:6)








Why is what we say so important? (Mt 12:36-37)








What gives us good speech? (Mt 12:33-35)








Can you trust someone who is always "changing his story"? Why?








Not fond of sordid gain, not (146) eager for base gain, greedy for filthy lucre.





Why would a leader be greedy? (Phil 3:18-19)











What attitude must we have instead? (Phil 2:3-7)








What is the best way to avoid the problem of greed?�(Mt 6:24)











Holding the mystery of the faith, mystery (3466), faith 4102.





(3466) a hidden thing, mystery. What is this mystery? (Eph 1:9-11, 3:4-7).








(4102) the conviction that God exists and is the creator and ruler of all things, the provider and bestower of eternal salvation through Christ.








Why do we need faith? (Heb 11:6, II Cor 5:7)








Does prejudice have any place in the church? (Jas 2:1-9)








What is the best way to avoid prejudice? (Jas 2:12-13)








�



A clear conscience, pure (2513), conscience (4893).





(2513) clean, pure, free from the adhesion of any thing that soils, adulterates, corrupts; free from what is false; sincere.





(4893)  the soul, as distinguishing between morally good and bad; consciousness of right conduct.





What standard must our conscience have? (Jas 4:17)











What does I Tim 4:1-2 say is the cause of an evil conscience?











First  tested (let them be proved), 1381, to test, examine, prove, scrutinize, to see whether a thing be genuine or not, as in testing metals.





How were the men selected to carry the apostles' letter in Acts 15:22-26?











How was Epapharoditis chosen to go to Philippi?�(Phil 2:25-30)











In what ways did Timothy prove himself? (Phil 2:19-22)








Is someone who "talks good and looks good" qualified to be a deacon?








(Jas 2:14-17) How does this scripture apply to deacons?








When is action, and not talk necessary?


�



The Reward of being a deacon








A  high standing (a degree good acquire) degree (898), good (2570),  acquire 4046.





(898) threshold, step, of a grade or dignity and wholesome influence in the church.





(2570) ample measure, good measure, firm.





(4046) gain for myself, to keep safe, lay by, make to remain for one's self.





Why must we fulfill our responsibilities as leaders?�(Lk 12:41-48)








What reward does God have for us if we are faithful?�(II Tim 4:8)





Great confidence (much boldness) 4183, 3954.





What gave the early Christians confidence to preach Christ? (Phil 1:12-14)





What gave Paul boldness? (II Cor 11:22-30)








Where is the power, in the messenger, or in the message? Why? (Rom 1:16)








Is confidence something we should desire? Why?





(4183) great, strong, intense, large.





(39540 free and fearless confidence, cheerful courage, boldness, assurance.





What rewards does confidence have? What are the results of having no confidence?  (Heb 10:35-39)Wives (Women), 1135, (same word as wife in vs 2)What does it take for any wife to glorify God? (Eph 5:22-33, I Pet 3:1-6, Tit 2:3-5)�
Can a man be an elder or a deacon if his wife does not glorify God?What are women in roles of great responsibility to be? (I Tim 3:11)QualificationsNot malicious gossips (slanderers),1228, prone to slander, slanderous, accusing falsely.Why is gossip so evil? (Prov 11:13, II Tim 3:3)What can gossip do to an innocent person's reputation?How can gossip be stopped? (II Tim 2:23)Should gossip be regarded as a sin? Do we always treat gossip as a sin? Why?Faithful in all things, (4103, 3956).(4103) trusty, faithful, of those who show themselves faithful in business, the execution of commands, or in the discharge of official duties.3956 in all things, in all ways, altogether.Why must we be faithful? (Rev 2:10)Why must we be prepared? (Lk 12:35-40)What kind of a faith must we have? (Gal 5:6)What does faith do?�
The Evangelist





Comparison of the Elder with the EvangelistWho do people turn to for advice most? Why?How can the evangelist support the elders?Outline Acts chapters 13 and 14. Note the differences between elders and the evangelist. List what the evangelists did.








II Tim 4:1-5List the duties of the evangelist from this passage:List the problems facing the evangelist:











I Tim 4:1-5What problems did this evangelist face?How is the evangelist to deal with these? (I Tim 4:6-7,4:12-16, 6:3-6)


What is the challenge of the evangelist? (I Tim 6:11-12)What is the reward of the evangelist? (II Tim 4:7-8)The teaching of the evangelist:�
List some false doctrines, and how they are subtly presented.Examples:"You can't really know for sure.""It's all relative.""There are saved people in every church."





"It doesn't really matter so long as you are sincere.""That's just an opinion.""That's just your interpretation.""A loving God would never punish anyone.""It is all right if the elders say so.""You don't know. You haven't tried it.""I know that's what the Bible says, BUT...""Times have changed.""You don't really know that the Bible is correct unless you speak and read Greek.""God will save good, moral people, whether they are baptized or not.""Some people are more spiritual than others.""A lot of people are really hurting.""The church does not need to teach; it needs to help those who are hurting.""You have no right to judge anything.""You are calling me a false teacher.""How do I know YOU aren't a false teacher yourself?""Loving brethren must not ever disagree.""We can agree to disagree on this teaching.""You teach what you want and I'll teach what I want."


Leaders Must First Be Servants
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