             THE ERRORS OF GNOSTICISM: A BRIEF OUTLINE


 


I.   DOCETISM: THE FALSE TEACHING THAT JESUS IS A LESSER GOD; HIS 


     DEITY IS ONLY A PHANTOM.  MATTER AND SPIRIT ARE SEPARATE FROM  


     EACH OTHER. A WEAKENED DEITY CONTACTED MATTER IN THE FORM OF


     CHRIST. CHRIST WAS NOT FLESH.





     A.   The Old Testament says:


          


          "Therefore  the  Lord  himself shall give you  a  sign; 


          Behold,  a virgin shall conceive,  and bear a son,  and 


          shall call his name Immanuel." -- Isa 7:14 (KJV)





     B.   The New Testament teaches: 





          "Beloved,  now are we the sons of God,  and it doth not 


          yet appear what we shall be:  but we know that, when he 


          shall appear,  we shall be like him;  for we shall  see 


          him as he is."    -- 1 John 3:2 (KJV)





          "In the beginning was the Word,  and the Word was  with 


          God, and the Word was God."    -- John 1:1 (KJV)





          "And the Word was made flesh,  and dwelt among us, (and 


          we beheld his glory,  the glory as of the only begotten 


          of the Father,) full of grace and truth." -- John 1:14 





          "Hereby  know ye the Spirit of God:  Every spirit  that 


          confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of 


          God:  And  every spirit that confesseth not that  Jesus 


          Christ is come in the flesh is not of God:  and this is 


          that spirit of antichrist,  whereof ye have heard  that 


          it  should  come;  and  even now already is it  in  the 


          world." -- 1 John 4:2-3 (KJV)


               


     C.   Today, this doctrine manifests itself thus:





          1.   The idea that Jesus is a remote historical figure


               and not a real flesh-and-blood human being.





          2.   The concept that Jesus and the Father are myths


               which accompany a religion "the opiate of the


               people" to control the working class.


  


          3.   Christ is dethroned and God is made a liar; man


               is enthroned on the seat of authority.  Macro-


               evolution of ameoba to man becomes plausible.





          4.   Many cults advise man how best to become a god:


               Hinduis, Mormons, Jehovah's Witnesses, New Age...


II.  GNOSIS:  SECRET  TRADITIONS  THAT ONLY A FEW TAUGHT BY  THE 


     APOSTLES KNEW, AND PASSED ON. THE IDEA OF CLERGY AND LAITY,


     A SECRET SOCIETY, AND ELITISM GREW FROM THIS. GNOSTICISM WAS


     NOT A HERESY OF THE MASSES.











     A.   The Old Testament says:


     


          "And  they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, 


          and every man his brother,  saying,  Know the LORD: for 


          they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the 


          greatest of them,  saith the LORD:  for I will  forgive 


          their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more."    


          -- Jer 31:34 (KJV)





     B.   The New Testament teaches: 


     


          "But ye have an unction from the Holy One,  and ye know 


          all things. (you all know, NAS)" -- 1 John 2:20 





     C.   Today, this doctrine manifests itself thus:


          


          1.   Division of clergy and laity in denominations.          





          2.   A "professional" class of preachers, teachers,


               administrators, and other leaders in the church.


               Only those with college degrees (sometimes only


               from certain schools) allowed to teach the lost.





          3.   Mission  work  must  be  "blessed  by  Christian 


               Colleges and faculty".     





          4.   The Discipling movement which set one brother


               above another in spiritual matters (prayer 


               partners).





          5.   The church as is drifting toward a centralized 


               ecclesiatical hierarchy. 





          6.   Secularization is furthered as the rich use their


               wealth to lure the churches toward pleasing them


               rather than in serving Christ.


          





III. GNOSTICISM HOLDS THAT THE FLESH IS EVIL. THIS IDEA PRODUCES TWO 


     EXTREMES OF ERROR: ASCETICISM AND HEDONISM (IF IT FEELS GOOD, 


     DO IT). THE NICOLAITANS BREATHED OPIUM FUMES AS WORSHIP. 


     THE ESSENES FORBADE  TO  MARRY.  TO GNOSTICS, SALVATION IS THE 


     RELEASE OF THE SPIRIT FROM THE BONDAGE AND PRISON OF THE FLESH. 


     SALVATION FOR THE GNOSTIC COMES BY KNOWING THE TRUE SELF (GNOSIS) 


     (see II above).





     A.   The Old Testament says:





          "And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, 


          it was very good.... "    -- Gen 1:31 (KJV)





     B.   The New Testament teaches: 


          


          "What?  know ye not that your body is the temple of the 


          Holy Ghost which is in you,  which ye have of God,  and 


          ye are not your own?"    -- 1 Cor 6:19 (KJV)





     


     C.   Today, this doctrine manifests itself thus:





          1.   A continued trend toward permissiveness and 


               lasciviousness inside and outside the church.


               "Do whatever you like... God is going to save 


               everybody anyway!"





          2.   A reactionary movement toward legalism among


               the "anti" movement and the cults, such as


               Boston / Crossroads.





          3.   A growing tolerance of immoral practices:


               divorce and remarriage for any reason, drug abuse,


               social drinking,  promiscuity, gambling, shady 


               business dealings, taking advantage of employees


               (depending on the prohibition of suing brethren),


               welcoming of the mechanical instrument in worship,


               desire for women evangelists / pulpit ministers,


               greed / lust  for  the  possessions  of  others, 


               erecting temples of worship instead of utilitarian


               facilities, hiring large staffs instead of helping


               the poor, etc.








IV.  THE IDEA THAT A GOD OF LOVE AND MERCY PUNISHES NO ONE; THUS,


     SALVATION IS BY FAITH ONLY.





     A.   The Old Testament says:





          "And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be 


          a swift witness against the sorcerers,  and against the 


          adulterers,  and  against false swearers,  and  against 


          those  that  oppress  the hireling in  his  wages,  the 


          widow,  and  the fatherless,  and that turn  aside  the 


          stranger  from his right,  and fear not me,  saith  the 


          LORD of hosts."    -- Mal 3:5 (KJV)





     B.   The New Testament teaches: 





          "But  wilt thou know,  O vain man,  that faith  without 


          works is dead?" -- James 2:20 (KJV)





          "Seeing  it is a righteous thing with God to recompense 


          tribulation  to them that trouble you;  And to you  who 


          are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be 


          revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, In flaming 


          fire  taking vengeance on them that know not  God,  and 


          that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:  Who 


          shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the 


          presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power;"    


          -- 2 Th 1:6-9 (KJV)














   


     C.   Today, this doctrine manifests itself thus:





          1.   Teaching that works are not important; grace only


               is emphasized.





          2.   Obedience becomes unimportant, God's Word is 


               subordinated to the human will; thus, God becomes


               the creation in man's image.








V.   THE TEACHING THAT THERE IS NO RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD.





     A.   The Old Testament says:





          "And though after my skin worms destroy this body,  yet 


          in my flesh shall I see God:"    -- Job 19:26 (KJV)








     B.   The New Testament teaches: 





          "And  if  Christ be not risen,  then is  our  preaching 


          vain, and your faith is also vain."    -- 1 Cor 15:14 (KJV)





          


     C.   Today, this doctrine manifests itself thus:





          1.   Live for today; go for the gusto.





          2.   No ultimate responsibility for one's actions in


               God's judgment; therefore, do what is best for you.





          3.   A loving God would not put somebody in hell,


               would he? Or else hell is not mentioned, or is


               sugar-coated.





                    


CONCLUSION:





Clearly,  the  Bible  teaches against Gnosticism and all  of  its 


errors.  God's wonderful anvil of truth has indeed "worn out many 


hammers"  which have battered themselves against  it.  Any  error 


when  compared to the light of truth will be exposed,  and it  is 


this  enduring,  unfailing measuring ability that keeps the  true 


learner  coming back to the Word of God.  Although Gnosticism may 


have been the predominant heresy in the first century, the Word's 


power to destroy error is still as strong, and its truth is still 


as formidable as when first spoken by the Lord Himself.  So  long 


as  God's people are diligent to study the Word and stay on guard 


against  the lies of the evil one,  the gospel will be taught  in 


its purity and souls will be won to Christ.


.


