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�Q1L1 Prophecies About Christ



Prophecy is telling the future. If I know two weeks ahead of time that there is going to be an earthquake, that is prophecy. Almost 1,000 years before Jesus lived, David told about His dying for us. In Ps 22:13-18, David tells how Jesus will by crucified, his clothes stolen by soldiers. John saw this happen and says the same thing in Jn 19:16-18, 23-24. Look these up in your Bible. David knew these things because God told him. No one except God could know what is going to happen 1,000 years from now.



In the Scriptures given below, the Old Testament verses are prophecy. They tell what will happen in the future. The New Testament verses tell what happened to fulfill that prophecy. Look up each passage. Tell what the Old Testament prophesied. Tell whether or not the New Testament passage matches what the Old Testament said.



Old Testament		New Testament



 Ps 2:6-7			Mt 3:17

 Is 7:14			Mt 1:18

 Gen 22:18			Mt 1:1

 Is 11:1			Lk 3:23-24

 Is 33:22			Jn 5:30

 Mal 3:1			Mt 21:12





�Q1L2 An Angel in the Temple



(Lk 1:5-23)

The Temple was in Jerusalem. It was holy to Jewish people. Holy means pure and separate. No one who was not a Jew could go into the Temple, or God would kill him. The Temple was a special place where the Jews prayed, offered sacrifices to God, and learned about God.



Inside the Temple was a special place called the holy place. Only the priests could go into this room. Inside, the walls were covered with gold. The floor was beautiful wood decorated with gold. Even the doors were covered with solid gold. Beautiful, thick curtains hung on the walls around. A tall, heavy curtain covered the doorway to the most holy place. Only one priest could go there once a year. In front of the curtain outside the most holy place was a small golden table. It was for burning incense to God. The incense made the whole Temple smell wonderful. All the priests took turns burning incense here.



One day it was Zacharias' turn to burn incense in the Temple. Now, Zacharias and his wife Elizabeth were very happy. They were happy to serve God. They had been faithful to God for many years. But they were missing something. They wanted a child. So Zacharias put on his finest clothes and washed himself carefully. He wanted to look his best for work in the Temple. Zacharias walked slowly into the Temple to burn incense. The people were praying outside, waiting for him to come out. Well, when Zacharias put the incense on the fire, an angel was suddenly standing at the right side of the incense table! Zacharias was very afraid.



"Do not be afraid," the angel said, "Your prayers have been answered. You and your wife will have a son. You will name him John. He shall not drink wine at all and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit before he is even born. And John will get the people ready to see the Lord." Zacharias answered, "How do I know you are telling the truth? Elizabeth and I are old." The angel said, "I am Gabriel. I serve God. God sent me to you. Now you will not be able to talk until John is born, because you did not believe God's word."



Outside the Temple, the people wondered what had happened to Zacharias. When he came out, he could not speak. He tried to tell them in sign language he had seen an angel in the Temple.



What was the Temple like inside?

Why was the Temple special?

Who could go inside the Temple?

Who could go into the holy place?

What was in front of the big curtain in the holy place?

Whose turn was it to burn incense?

What happened when he burned the incense?

What did the angel say?

Did Zacharias believe the angel?

What happened to Zacharias then?



�Q1L3 Mary Gets Good News



(Lk 1:26-38)

Since the time of Adam and Eve, God's people had been looking for someone. God had promised to send His Son to earth. People had disobeyed God. This is called sin. People kept getting farther and farther away from God. God kept sending teachers and prophets and judges to help people get back to God. But the people would not listen. So God decided to send His Son to get people to come back to God. Only God's Son could do this.



So God sent His angel Gabriel to Nazareth in Galilee. Nazareth was a small town. Gabriel went straight to Mary, who was going to marry a carpenter named Joseph soon. The angel said to Mary, "God is with you! God has blessed you!" Then Mary was afraid, because the angel was big and strong and very, very bright. "Do not be afraid," the angel said, "God has chosen you to have a very special baby. He will be the Son of God, and you will name Him Jesus. He will sit on David's throne and will always rule. He will save His people from their sins."



Mary was afraid and asked, "How can this happen to me? I am not even married." The angel answered, "God will make it possible for you to have this child. He will be the Son of God. Your relative Elizabeth is going to have a baby, too, in about 3 months. Remember, God can do anything." And Mary told the angel, "I want to obey God. I am glad to serve God in this way." Then the angel disappeared. From then on, Mary was very happy. She knew God had chosen her to care for a very special baby. This baby would grow up and help many people come back to God.



What were God's people waiting for?

Did God's people listen to the judges and prophets?

Who did the angel come to see?

What did the angel say?

Who would Mary's baby be?

Why was this baby special?

What did Mary tell the angel?

What did Jesus do to bring people back to God?





�Q1L4 John is Born



(Lk 1:57-80)

Zacharias and Elizabeth finally had their baby. They had been waiting for him for a long time. The baby boy was very strong and health. All Ezizabeth's family came from miles around to see the new baby. They were all very glad that God had given Zacharias and Elizabeth a son. Zacharias still could not talk. He had not been able to talk since he saw the angel in the Temple. Well, it was time to name the baby. All the relatives wanted to name the boy Zacharias after his father. But his mother said, "NO! He will be named John." The relatives did not believe Elizabeth.



So they brought the baby to his father, Zacharias. They told Zacharias "No one in your family is named John. Are you sure you want to name him John?" Zacharias name signals with his hands for something to write on. He wrote, "His name is John." And all the relatives were very surprised. At that very moment, Zacharias was able to speak again. He thanked God again and again for giving him a baby son. Zacharias told all the people how great God was. Then all the people knew that God loved Zacharias. The people respected God because Zacharias could talk again. Everyone knew that God had wanted John to be born. Everyone wondered what kind of a man John would become. They knew God had blessed him and his parents.



Zacharias said, "God has brought His people hope. God has given us mercy and love. God has not forgotten us. God has kept His promises to Abraham. My son will be a prophet. He will get the people ready for God. God is about to take away His people's sins. God's Son will visit us. He will show us light and peace." So John became strong, and grew. John lived in the desert, and wore clothes made of camel's hair and ate locusts and wild honey. John was very strong. When God was ready for him to speak to the people, John was strong in mind and body and spirit. John was ready to tell people about Jesus.



Who came to see the new baby?

Could Zacharias talk yet?

What did the relatives want to name the baby?

What did Elizabeth say to name him?

What did John say to name him?

What happened after Zacharias named the baby?

What did Zacharias say about John?

What kind of a man did John become?

What was John like?

Why was John born?





�Q1L5 Jesus is Born



(Lk 2:1-8)

About the time Jesus was born, the Roman Emperor made a law that said, "Everyone in the world will pay taxes." When the taxes were collected, the people would be counted. All the people had to go to their home towns to pay taxes. So Joseph had to leave Nazareth. Nazareth was not Joseph's home town. Bethlehem was. So Joseph took Mary to Bethlehem with him. Bethlehem was over 80 miles south of Nazareth. This trip was long. It took at least 3 days by donkey, and longer on foot. There were no rest areas on the highways then. The roads were mostly dirt and full of rocks. The roads were narrow, steep, and sometimes hard to find. By the time Mary and Joseph got to Bethlehem, they were tired.



After standing in a long line to pay taxes and answer questions for the Romans, Joseph was tired. Joseph and Mary looked for a room at the nearest inn (like a hotel). But so many people were in town to pay taxes, the inn was full. Joseph and Mary became more and more tired. Every inn they tried was full. Finally, one kind farmer let Joseph use his barn. Mary was going to have her baby, right then. So the baby Jesus was born, and Mary and Joseph had to let the baby Jesus sleep with the cows and sheep in the barn. Jesus did not have a fancy baby bed or baby blanket or toys. Mary wrapped Jesus in rags. Even though Jesus was born in a barn, He was God's Son. Jesus grew up and helped many people get back to God. Jesus lives in Heaven today.



What law did the Emperor make?

Where did the people have to go?

Where did Joseph have to go? What was Joseph's home town?

How far was Bethlehem from Nazareth?

What were roads like back then?

Where did Joseph and Mary spend the night?

Where was Jesus born?

What did the baby Jesus wear?

Why is Jesus special?





�Q1L6 Shepherds See Jesus



(Lk 2:8-20)

No one knows exactly when Jesus was born. The important thing is that Jesus WAS born. Jesus came to help people come back to God. Jesus came to earth because God sent Him to us. Jesus came to earth because He loved us. When Jesus was born, there were some shepherds nearby. they were out in the field watching their sheep. Even at night, the shepherds had to keep the wolves and other animals away from their flock. These shepherds were camping out with the sheep, and it was very dark. They could see the stars, bright and sparkling, because it was a clear, calm night.



Suddenly an angel appeared right next to them! The angel was so bright, it was lighter outside than noon! The shepherds could hardly look at the angel, it was so bright. All the shepherds' teeth started to chatter and their knees knocked together. So of them were so afraid that they fell to the ground. The angel said, "Do not be afraid, men. I have good news for you! Close by, in the city of David, in Bethlehem, Jesus has been born. He is the Savior you have been waiting for. He is the Christ, the anointed One. He is God and Lord. You can find Him in the barn behind the smallest inn. He is wearing rags, and sleeping with the animals." Then, all around the shepherds and all up into the sky, there were hundreds and hundreds of angels just like this one! They were all singing, "Praise God! He has brought peace to men." After the angels had gone back to heaven, the shepherds could hardly walk.



The shepherds said, "Let's go see this wonderful baby." Then they hurried to Bethlehem to the small barn, and they saw Mary and Joseph and the baby Jesus. The shepherds told Joseph and Mary, "Angels came to us in the field. They told us that this baby Jesus is the Christ, the Lord." The shepherds walked all over Bethlehem telling people how God had told them where to find Jesus. They could not stop telling people how wonderful God was to send Jesus to earth. Even when they went back to work, the shepherds kept on praising God.



When was Jesus born?

Why is Jesus important?

Why did Jesus come to earth?

Who was out in the fields at night?

Who came to the shepherds?

What did the angel say?

What did the hundreds of angels say?

Where did the shepherds go then?

What did the shepherds find?

What did they do after they found Jesus?





�Q1L7 Simeon and Anna See Jesus



(Lk 2:21-38, Lev 12:1-5)

Eight days after Jesus was born, Joseph and Mary brought him to be named. 33 days later, they brought Jesus to Jerusalem to the Temple. This was to obey the law God gave Moses in the Old Testament. The New Testament was not written yet. Joseph and Mary were supposed to offer a sacrifice to God when they brought Jesus to the Temple. Because they were poor, they could offer two doves instead of a lamb. After the sacrifice, a man named Simeon walked up to Joseph and Mary. "Let me hold Him," he asked. Now, Simeon was on older man. God had promised Simeon that he would see the Christ before he died. Simeon thanked God and said, "Now, Lord, let me die in peace. I have seen the Savior of all the world. I have seen the Christ You sent for us."



Joseph and Mary were very surprised to hear Simeon say this about Jesus. Simeon said, "Many people will be saved through Jesus, and many people will not obey Jesus. Jesus will die, and you will be very sad. But Jesus must die so that many can be saved."



A lady walked up just then, named Anna. Anna was 84 years old. She had been married for 7 years, but after that she was a widow. She helped in the Temple for many, many years. Anna had been praying and fasting many, many times. Fasting is not eating food so a person can think about God better. Anna thanked God that Jesus was born. She told all the people in the Temple how wonderful God was to send His Son Jesus to earth. Then Mary and Joseph went home.



Why did Jesus go to the Temple?

What did Mary and Joseph sacrifice?

What had God told Simeon?

What did Simeon tell Joseph and Mary?

What did Simeon say to God?

Who was Anna? Where did she live?

What did Anna say about Jesus?





�Q1L8 The Wise Men



(Mt 2:1-13)

After Jesus was born, some wise men came to Jerusalem looking for Jesus. These wise men were from the east. They studied the stars, science, and medicine. All they did was study. They went to see king Herod, who was in his palace. The wise men thought that since Jesus was a King, that Herod would know where to find Him. "We have seen a star in the east. It is the star of the King of the Jews," they told Herod. "Where is this King of the Jews," they asked, "We want to worship Him."



Well, old Herod had never heard of this King of the Jews. Herod thought HE was king. So Herod called all the priests to come from the Temple. "Where is this King of the Jews, this Christ to be born?" Herod asked them. "It is written, 'In Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, a Ruler will come to guide all Israel '," they answered. Herod sent a message to the wise men, "Come here quietly," Herod said, "When did this star first shine?" "Two years ago," the wise men answered. "Go to Bethlehem, look for the baby, and when you find Him, let me know, so I can worship Him," Herod told the wise men. But Herod really wanted to kill Jesus.



Who came to see Jesus?

How many wise men were there?

Why did the wise men come?





�Q1L9 Herod Tries to Kill Jesus



(Mt 2:13-23)

Joseph and Mary were running away to Egypt. They were going there because God had told that Herod was going to try kill Jesus. Well, old Herod was looking for the wise men to come back through Jerusalem to show him where Jesus was. But God had told the wise men not to go back through Jerusalem. The wise men never came, so Herod was very, very angry. He was so angry, he could not figure out what to do. Then, he had an idea.



Herod knew that the wise men saw the star in the east about two years ago. So he thought the baby Jesus was less than two years old. Herod did not know what Jesus looked like, but he did not like the idea of having another king around. Herod thought ONE king was enough for the Jews. So Herod thought and thought. To get rid of the baby Jesus, Herod killed all the little boys under two years old in Bethlehem and all around. This was very, very bad. The boys' parents cried and cried. They could not understand why Herod would kill their children. Then Herod died. God always punishes those who do not obey Him.



The boy Jesus was safe in Egypt with Joseph and Mary. Then an angel told Joseph, "It's safe to come back to Israel. Herod is dead now." God also told Joseph not to go back to Bethlehem, because Herod's son was king there. So Joseph and Mary and Jesus went to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, away from Herod.



Who wanted to kill Jesus?

Who was Herod waiting for?

Why did Herod want to kill Jesus?

Who did Herod kill?

Does God punish those who do not obey God?

Where was Jesus now?

When Herod died, where did Joseph, Mary, and Jesus go?

Where was Nazareth?





�Q1L10 Jesus Visits the Temple



(Lk 2:41-52)

Jesus was a little boy just like other children. He liked to laugh, to play, and to learn. He grew taller and He helped His family. He helped Mary around the house and Joseph in the carpenter shop. But, the boy Jesus was also different from other children. Mary and Joseph found out how different Jesus was when He was 12 years old. When a Jewish boy was 12 years old, he was thought of as a man. A Jewish 12 year old was treated like an adult. Mary and Joseph brought the 12 year old Jesus to Jerusalem to the Temple for Passover.



Passover was a big feast when the Jews remembered God killing the Egyptian first born people and passing over the Jews. The Passover helped the Jews remember that GOD brought them out of Egypt. The Passover meal was roast lamb, bitter vegetables, and flat unsalted bread. The meal was eaten standing up, fully dressed. At the Passover Jesus went to the Temple. There He met all the priests and teachers. Jesus stayed to talk to them. Well, Mary and Joseph went on home. They thought that Jesus was with their relatives, since the Jews traveled in large crowds during the Passover.



Jesus was still in the Temple for 3 days, listening to the teachers and asking them questions. By the time Joseph and Mary found Jesus, they were worried. But all the people in the Temple were surprised that Jesus asked such hard questions. And no one asked a question that Jesus could not answer. This surprised the teachers. They had to study all their lives, and the 12 year old Jesus knew more Bible than they did!



Mary and Joseph asked Jesus, "Where were You? We were worried about You." Jesus answered, "Did you not know that I had to be busy in My Father's house? Why did you look for Me here last?" Mary and Joseph did not understand this, but they took Jesus home with them. Mary remembered what Jesus said, though. She would understand later that Jesus had to help others come back to God. Jesus kept right on helping His family. His body grew stronger, his mind grew sharper, and people loved Him more and more. God loved Jesus very much.



What happened to Jewish 12 year old boys?

Was Jesus like other children?

What was the Passover?

What did Jesus do in the Temple?

How long was Jesus in the Temple?

What did Joseph and Mary ask Jesus?

What did the teachers think of Jesus?

How did Jesus treat His family?





�Q1L11 John the Baptizer



(Lk 3:1-20)

Tiberius had been emperor for 15 years. He made Herod the king of one-fourth of Israel. Pilate, Herod's brother Philip, and Lysanias ruled the other three-fourths of Israel. All these rulers were put there by the Roman government.



Zacharias' and Elizabeth's son John was in the desert. He wore clothes made from camel's hair. Camel's hair is more scratchy than wool. John ate locusts and wild honey. Locusts are almost like grasshoppers, only bigger. John's job was to get the people ready to meet Jesus. John walked to the Jordan river north of Jerusalem. The Jordan river was crooked, muddy, and sometimes shallow.



John preached to the people that they must be baptized to show that they are going to live better. Changing their minds was called repenting. John's baptism was for repentance. So some people today call this John by another name. They call him John the Baptizer, because he baptized people. John told all the people, "You will soon see how God wants you to be saved." People asked John, "Are you the Christ we have been waiting for?" "No," said John, "I am not God's Son. But He is coming, and you will see Him. I am not good enough to take His shoes off and wash His feet." John said, "I baptize you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. Those who are baptized and receive the gift of the Holy Spirit will live. But those who are baptized with fire will be burned up like the straw swept off the barn floor."



All the people asked how to live a better life. John said, "You must show you have repented. If you do not, you will be like the tree that is chopped down and burned in the fire. Share with the poor if you have extra food or clothes." John told the tax collectors, "Be honest and collect only what you are supposed to and no more." John told the soldiers, "Do not hurt anyone or steal from anyone. Be happy with your pay. Then John heard that Herod had married his brother's wife. John preached to Herod, "You are breaking God's law." But Herod did not listen to John's preaching; he had John locked up in prison for preaching. This was very bad. The people were sad to see John in prison.



Who put 4 kings over Israel?

Where did John live?

What did John wear and eat?

Where did John preach?

Why did John baptize?

Was John the Christ?

How did John tell people to live?

What bad thing did Herod do?

What did John tell Herod?

What did Herod do to John?







�Q1L12 Jesus is Baptized



(Lk 3:21-23, Mt 3:13-17, Jn 1:29-34)

Before John was thrown into prison, God told him, "You will baptize a Man one day soon. The Holy Spirit will come down and stay on Him. This Man is My Son. He will be completely filled with My Spirit." So Jesus walked from Galilee to the Jordan River to be baptized. He WALKED at least 30 miles to be baptized. John had heard that this was Jesus. John knew that Jesus had never done anything wrong. "Look! See the Lamb of God who will take away the sins of the world," John said to the people. John said to Jesus, "You have no sins to repent of. I cannot baptize you. I only baptize those who need to turn back to God." Jesus asked again to be baptized. John said, "Please baptize ME. I need you to baptize me because you are living right and I am not." Jesus said, "Please baptize me. I want to set a good example for all the people."



So John was still a little afraid, but he dipped Jesus down into the Jordan river and as Jesus came up out of the water, the Holy Spirit came down from Heaven. John saw the Holy Spirit come down from Heaven and land on Jesus. Then John heard a voice from Heaven, "This is My Son. I love Him and am happy with Him." So John started telling all the people, "This is the One I was telling you about. Jesus is God's Son. Follow Him now instead of me. I came to get you ready to listen to Jesus. Now you must listen to Him and do what He says. Jesus is God's Son. He can take away your sins. He will show you how to live right and be saved. Then the Holy Spirit led Jesus out into the desert.



What did God tell John about meeting Jesus?

How far did Jesus walk to be baptized?

Did John want to baptize Jesus?

Where was John baptizing? Why?

Why did Jesus want to be baptized?

How was Jesus baptized?

What happened after Jesus was baptized?

What did the voice from Heaven say?

What did John tell all the people about Jesus?

Where did Jesus go?





�Q2L1 The Devil Tests Jesus



(Lk 4:1-13, Mt 4:1-10)

How many of you have taken a test at school? The bigger the test, the worse it is, right? Well, Jesus went out into the desert right after He was baptized. And the devil TESTED Jesus. He tried to get Jesus to fail the test. "If I can get Jesus to fail ONE time, He will not be perfect, Then Jesus cannot die on the cross. And THEN nobody can go to heaven," the devil said.



So the devil came to Jesus. Jesus had not eaten anything for 40 days and nights. Most people get hungry after 1 day, but after 40 days without food a person would REALLY be hungry. Jesus was hungry. Satan said to Jesus, "Just turn these rocks to bread, if You are really God's Son." (Satan is another name for the devil.) Jesus said, "The Bible says, 'Man shall not just live on bread, but on God's word '." (Deu 8:3). Jesus quoted Scripture to the devil. Well, the devil did not give up.



The devil took Jesus and showed Him the whole world. He showed Hem all the people, gold, jewels, buildings, land, and animals. Satan told Jesus "I will give you all this if You will worship me." Well, Jesus knew that God owned the world. Satan was lying to Jesus. Satan did not really own the world. So Jesus said, "You shall only worship God; no one else," which is another verse from the Bible. (Deu 6:13) Well, the devil had heard enough Scripture. So he took Jesus to the top of the Temple in Jerusalem. The devil quoted some Scripture, too. "If you are God's Son," Satan said, "Jump down, because God said 'He will make His angels take care of You, so You will not hurt Your feet on a stone '." (Ps 91:11-12) Jesus got tired of this. He said, "Satan, you do not know how to use the Bible RIGHT. The Scripture says also, 'You shall not test God '."



Jesus had just told the devil that jumping off the Temple so an angel would catch you was testing God. That is like playing on the freeway today. Also, the devil was testing Jesus, which was wrong. The devil could not get Jesus to say or do anything wrong. So the devil went away to watch for a good time to hurt Jesus.



What is a test?

Testing someone to get them to do wrong is called tempting. Have you ever been tempted?

How did Jesus answer the devil?

How should we answer the devil?

Did the devil get Jesus to sin?

Why did the devil say, "IF you are God's Son..."?

What would have happened if Jesus had sinned?

How can James 4:7 help us today?



�Q2L2 Jesus Picks 12 Men



(Mt 9:9, 4:19-21, Lk 5:1-16)

Jesus needed 12 men. They would help Him teach. They also would teach God's word to the whole world after Jesus went back to Heaven. Jesus called all kinds of men. Matthew was a tax collector. No one liked tax collectors back then. But Jesus walked up to Matthew and said, "Follow Me!" So Matthew followed Jesus.



Jesus was out by the sea of Galilee. He walked along the beach and saw Peter and Andrew in a boat. They were putting a net in the water because they were fishermen. Jesus told them, "Follow Me; I will make you catch people instead of fish." So they left their boats and nets and followed Jesus. Down the beach, Jesus saw James and John helping their father Zebedee mend nets. When Jesus called, they came. They left their father and their nets to follow Jesus.



Jesus showed these men how important it was to follow Jesus. One day Peter, Andrew, James, and John were fishing. They worked all night but had not caught a single fish. Then Jesus walked by and said, "Peter, drop the nets one more time." Peter said, "Teacher, we have worked hard all night but have not caught even one fish. But if You say so, I will try one more time." So Peter let down the nets. There were so many fish inside that the nets started to break. The fish filled both boats, and the boats started to sink, the fish were so heavy. Peter was surprised and said to Jesus, "We are sinners. You do not want to be around us, do you?"



Then Jesus showed the 12 men how to help others. Jesus visited the sick. Jesus healed a man's leprosy, and a man that could not move. So many people came to see Jesus that He had to go into the desert to pray. Jesus chose 12 men (Mt 10:2-4): Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholemew, Thomas, Matthew, James, Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot, and Judas. Now, Judas was the one who would turn Jesus over to the Jewish council to have Him killed.



Why did Jesus pick 12 men?

What kinds of men did Jesus pick?

Did the men believe Jesus at first?

What did Matthew do before Jesus called him?

What did Peter, Andrew, James, and John do before Jesus called them?

How could a person "Fish for people"?

How did the 12 men help Jesus?

What did Jesus teach the 12 men?





�Q2L3 Jesus Goes to a Wedding



(Jn 2:1-11)

Jesus was invited to a wedding. So were His disciples. A Jewish wedding was big and expensive. Sometimes people had to buy new clothes to go to a wedding. Jesus' mother was there. Mary was proud of her son. But there was a problem. Mary was helping with the refreshments, and they ran out of wine. So she went to Jesus and said, "They have no more wine." By this time Joseph was dead, so Mary went to Jesus, her oldest child. The oldest son was head of the family after the husband died. So Mary came to Jesus and said, "They have no more wine."



When wine is made, it is usually made from grapes. Grapes are squeezed and the fresh juice was called new wine. It had not alcohol in it. It took time, sometimes a year or more, for the wine to have the right kind of alcohol in it. Also, if wine having alcohol in it was served, it was most likely mixed with water. So a person was not likely to get drunk at a Jewish wedding. Well, Jesus told Mary, "Woman, why are you asking Me? It is not My time yet, is it?" Mary told the servants, "Do whatever Jesus tells you to do." Mary trusted Jesus, and we should trust Him today.



Jesus told the servants, "Take those six water jars there and full them with water." Now, the six jars held about 110-180 gallons total. Jewish weddings were so big, that they needed many gallons of wine. Jesus told the men, "Now take some of that to the head waiter." Now the water was freshly made wine. It was sweet and better than any that people could squeeze from grapes. The head waiter said to the groom, "You have kept the best wine for last. Most people serve the good wine first." No one knew who made the wine except the servants who carried the jars. When Jesus' disciples saw that He turned water into wine, they believed that He was from God. The other people at the wedding found out about Jesus, too. Many people wanted to know more about Jesus.



What was a Jewish wedding like?

How is wine made?

What kind of wine did Jesus make?

Does this mean it is all right to get drunk? (Eph 5:8)

Water was not very pure in that part of the world then. Today what do we have to keep our water pure?

The people then drank wine because the water was not healthy. The water we have today is much better than they had. Does this mean we still need to drink wine?





�Q2L4 Jesus Cleans Out the Temple



(Jn 2:13-25, Mt 21:12-17, Mk 11:12-19)

Jesus went to the Temple. The Temple was God's house in those days. At the Passover, Jesus went to Jerusalem with His disciples. But the Temple was not like God wanted. The priests had turned the Temple into a market. People were supposed to pray and learn about God there. But the priests were only interested in getting rich. The priests made a rule that no one could bring his own animals to sacrifice. Everyone had to buy the animals from the priest. And when a person bought an animal, he could not use regular money. Oh, NO. The priests made special Temple money, so all the people had to trade their good money for Temple money.



The priests were making money when the people traded their money. If you gave a priest 10 regular coins, you might get only 8 regular coins. And you could not get your regular money back, either. Temple money was only good in the Temple. And the priests made lots of money selling the animals, too. The priests had the Temple looking like a market. There were just tables and tables of money where the moneychangers sat. There were cages of doves, and many sheep and cows tied up inside the Temple.



Jesus saw all this and got angry. He found some rope and made it into a whip. He threw out all the people who sold animals. Jesus turned over the tables of money and chased the doves, sheep, and cows right out the door. He said, "Get those animals out of here. You have make My Father's house into a barn." Then Jesus' disciples remembered that David wrote, "Zeal for God's house will swallow me up." (Ps 69:9)



The priests asked Jesus, "How can you do that?" Jesus said, "Kill this Temple, and I will raise it in 3 days." Jesus was talking about His body. But the Jews said, "It took 40 years to build this Temple. How can You raise it in 3 days?" After Jesus was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that Jesus had promised to rise from the dead in 3 days. But the Jews were angry with Jesus. They wanted to kill Him, because they were getting rich from selling animals in the Temple. Before Jesus died, He had to clean out the Temple all over again.



What was the Temple supposed to be like?

What had the Jews done to the Temple?

Why did Jesus get so angry at the Jews?

What did Jesus do to clean out the Temple?

Why did no one try to stop Jesus?

What Scripture did the disciples think of?

What did Jesus say about the Temple of His body?

How many times did Jesus have to clean out the Temple?

Why did the Jews not learn their lesson the first time?

What is God's Temple today? (I Cor 6:19-20)





�Q2L5 Being Born Again



(Jn 3:1-21)

There was a leader of the Jews named Nicodemus. He was a Pharisee. A Pharisee was a strict Jew who believed in angels and that people are raised from the dead. Nicodemus came to see Jesus at night. He did not want anyone to see him. He said to Jesus, "I know God sent you. You are doing many miracles."



Jesus told him, "You must be born again to enter God's kingdom." Nicodemus did not understand. He thought Jesus was saying he had to be back inside his mother again. Jesus said, "You must be born from water and God's Spirit to enter God's kingdom. Every one is given a body when he is born. But not everyone is born again spiritually." Jesus said, "Do not be surprised that I said you have to be born again! The wind blows and you hear it but you cannot see where the wind comes from. That is the way God's Spirit is. You cannot see God's spirit."



Nicodemus said, "I do not understand." Jesus said, "You are supposed to be a teacher of God's people. You should know this already. You do not believe Me. You only want to believe what you can see. You cannot see God's Spirit so you do not believe. You do not believe what I have told you about earthly things. How can you believe if I tell you about heavenly thing?"



Who was Nicodemus?

Why did he come to see Jesus?

What did Jesus tell him?

What kind of birth did Nicodemus think of?

What kind of birth did Jesus talk about?

Can a person see God? Can you see air?

Do you believe in air? If not, why do you breathe?

Do you believe in God?

God's Spirit is invisible. Why did Nicodemus not understand about God's Spirit?

Nicodemus was a ______________ of Israel. What was he supposed to know?

How is a person born of the water and the Spirit? (Ac 2:38, Rom 6:3-4)





�Q2L6 Jesus Teaches at a Well



(Jn 4:1-38)

The Samaritans were people who lived north of Jerusalem. Their relatives were the 10 tribes that the Assyrians carried away to be slaves during Hezekiah's lifetime. Now their great-great-great grandchildren were back on the land near Samaria. The Jews, the people from the tribe of Judah and Benjamin, hated the Samaritans. The Jews would rather eat around dogs than eat around Samaritans. But Jesus had to go to Galilee. He had to go through Samaria. Jesus showed how He loves all people. Jesus got to Samaria, and there was a well there. Jacob had dug this well. He gave it to Joseph many years ago. There was a woman, a Samaritan who came to draw water out. To get water, you had to put a jar on a rope and let it down into the water.



Jesus asked this woman, "Give Me a drink." She said, "Why do you ask me for a drink? I am a Samaritan." Jesus said, "I will give you living water, so that you will never be thirsty again." She said, "Sir, I do not want to have to come her to get water; give me this living water." Jesus said, "Call your husband." She said, "I have no husband." Jesus said, "You are right. You have been married 5 times, and you are just living with a man now." The woman said, "Sir, You must be a prophet! Where should we worship God, here, or in Jerusalem?"



Jesus said, "God is a Spirit. If you want to worship God, you must worship in Spirit and in truth. Soon, people can worship God anywhere, if their heart is right." The woman said, "Sir, we have been looking for the Anointed One, the Christ. He will explain everything to us." Jesus said, "I am the Christ." Jesus' disciples came up, and the woman ran into the city and told the people, "I saw the Christ; He told me all the things I have ever done." So the men came out to see Jesus. Many people listened to Jesus and believed in Jesus because the woman shared the news about Jesus.



The disciples said, "Teacher, eat something." Jesus said, "My food is to obey God." Jesus told them, "The harvest is ready. Pray to God that He will send workers into the field. It takes many workers to go teach others about Me."



Who were Samaritans?

Did Jews and Samaritans like each other?

Why did Jesus stop to talk to the Samaritan woman?

What kind of water did Jesus say He had?

Why did the woman go and tell the other about Jesus?

Who did Jesus say he was?

What were the disciples thinking about?

What did Jesus say His food was?

What did Jesus tell the disciples to pray for?

How can you tell someone about Jesus?





�Q2L7 Jesus Heals a Servant's Son



(Jn 4:43-54)

Jesus went to Galilee again. The people in Jesus' home town, Nazareth, did not believe Him. But people in other towns listened to Jesus. The people of Galilee loved Jesus. They were waiting for Him to come. They were glad to see Jesus, because they wanted Him to do miracles there. The people of Galilee had seen Jesus turn water to wine at Cana, and they saw Him throw the animals and people out of the Temple. The people believed that Jesus could do miracles. A miracle is a special sign to show God's power.



The king's servant had a son. This boy was very sick. He was so sick he could not get out of bed. The doctors said that the boy would die. But the boy's father heard about Jesus. He hoped Jesus would make his son well again. So the servant went to see Jesus. The man lived at Capernaum, on the north side of the sea of Galilee.



Jesus was telling the people, "You always want to see miracles." Just then the servant came in and said, "Sir, please come! My son will die if You do not come." Jesus said, "Go back home. Your son will live and be healthy. The servant did not stop to ask any questions. He believed what Jesus said. On his way home, HIS servants met him and said, "Your son is alive and well." "When did he start to get better?" the boy's father asked. "At one o'clock yesterday," they said. The man knew that Jesus had told him to go home at one o'clock the day before. So the man's whole family believed in Jesus.



Where did people not believe Jesus?

What is a miracle?

Why did the people of Galilee want to see Jesus?

Who was sick?

Where did the boy's father go?

What did the man ask Jesus?

What did Jesus tell the man?

Did the man believe Jesus?

When did the boy get well?

Who believed in Jesus because the boy was made well?





�Q2L8 Jesus Casts Out Demons



(Mk 1:21-34, Lk 10:17-20, Mk 3:20-27)

Jesus went to the synagogue, which is a Jewish church building and school. On Saturday, when Jews worship, Jesus started to teach. All the people were surprised at what Jesus had to say. Jesus did not teach the people like the scribes. The scribes were the Jewish priests who copied the Old Testament by hand. Jesus taught God's Word so well because He is God's Son.



Right in the middle of Jesus' lesson, a man yelled, "I know who You are, You Holy One of God." This man had a demon inside. A demon is an evil spirit. Well, Jesus said, "Be quiet. Come out of there!" And the man rolled around on the floor and then was well. The people were amazed. They said, "Jesus must know what He is talking about, because the demons obey Him."



People for miles around heard about Jesus. They brought all the sick people they could find to Him to be healed. All the people who had demons came to Him, too. Jesus came to Peter's house. Peter's mother-in-law had a bad fever and Jesus touched her and she was well. By now the whole town was outside, asking for Jesus. So Jesus healed the sick and cast out demons. He did not let the demons talk, because they knew Jesus was God's Son. Jesus gave His disciples power to cast out demons. The disciples were so excited, that they ran back to Jesus, saying, "Lord, the demons come out when we tell them to." Jesus said, "That is good. But be happy because your names are written in heaven. It is not important how many miracles you can do. What IS important is whether or not you are saved."



Some people said Jesus cast out demons using Satan's power. But Jesus said, "How can Satan cast out Satan? If a house is divided against itself, it will fall. To take a strong man's money, you first have to tie him up, and then take his money. To cast out demons, you have to be stronger than Satan.



Note: Lk 10:18 shows that Jesus threw Satan down. That's why no demons exist now.



What is a demon?

Where did Jesus teach?

What did demons know about Jesus?

Why did Jesus not let the demons talk?

What power did Jesus give His disciples?

Why did Jesus tell His disciples to be glad?

Why did people crowd around Jesus?

How did Jesus say Jesus cast out demons?

How did Jesus REALLY cast demons out?





�Q2L9 Jesus Heals the Lepers



(Mt 8:1-4, Lk 17:11-19)

Leprosy was a terrible disease. People who got it had their skin turn white and fell off. People could die from leprosy. Jesus had just finished teaching many people. A leper came forward and bowed down to Hem. He said, "Lord, if you want, You can make me well." Jesus said, "All right, you are well." As Jesus touched the man, he was made completely well.



Jesus said, "Do not tell anyone what has happened. Go to the priest like Moses said to do, and offer a sacrifice to God." Another day, Jesus was going close to Samaria, near Galilee. He walked into a small town, and ten men saw Him from a few yards away. Now, the law of Moses said that if a person had leprosy, he had to cover his face and not touch anyone. He had to cover his face and yell "Unclean, Unclean!" when anyone came close. This was to keep the other people from catching leprosy.



Well, the ten men had leprosy. They yelled, "Jesus, Lord, help us, please!" Jesus took one look at them and saw that they had leprosy. HE said, "Go to the priests and show them you are well."



And while the ten men went, they were well! One of them ran back to Jesus. He yelled as he ran, praising God. He fell at Jesus' feet, thanking Him again and again. Jesus asked, "Didn't 10 men get well? Where are the other 9 men? Did only one man come back to thank God?" Now, the man who came back was a Samaritan. Jesus told him, "Your faith has saved you. Go in peace."



What is leprosy?

What were people with leprosy supposed to do?

Why did Jesus tell one man not to tell others? (Is 42:1-2)

What rules did someone with leprosy have to follow? (Lev 14:10-32)

How many lepers were made well? How many thanked Jesus?

Is it important that the thankful man was a Samaritan?





�Q2L10 Jesus Shows How to be a Friend



(Mk 2:1-12, 15-28)

Jesus was inside a house at Capernaum. Word got around that Jesus was there. People brought the sick, the lame, and those who had demons to Jesus to be healed. There were so many people that no one could get close to Jesus. Jesus was teaching, and a man who was paralyzed wanted to be healed. So his four friends picked his bed up, and put him on the roof. They took the tile roof off, and let the man down on his bed right next to Jesus.



Jesus was glad to see the four men help bring the paralyzed man to Him. Jesus said, "Son, your sins are forgiven." And the priests were there. They thought that Jesus was just pretending to be God. They thought, "Only God can forgive sins." So Jesus said, "Why are you thinking that way about Me? Which is easier, to forgive sins, or to tell this man to walk?" Then Jesus told the man, "Get up and carry your bed home." So the man got up, picked up, picked up his bed, and walked home. All the people were very glad to see the man walking. The four friends were glad they had helped.



Jesus had lunch later with all the disciples. The Pharisees (priests) said, "Jesus eats at the same table with tax collectors, with drunks, with sinful people. Why does He do this?" Jesus told the priests, "The well people do not need a doctor, but sick people do. I came to save the sinners, not the righteous people." John's disciples asked Jesus, "Why do Your disciples eat? John's disciples go without food for days." Jesus said, "Now my disciples eat because I am here, but when I am gone, they will go without food." (Going without food is called fasting.)



Jesus was walking through a field on Saturday and He and His disciples were hungry. So they picked grain and rubbed it in their hands. The Pharisees said, "That is against Moses' law." Jesus said, "Have you never read how David and his men ate the holy bread, which is against Moses' law? The Sabbath was made for man; man was not made for the Sabbath. The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath, too."



How did the man's friend help?

Why did people want to see Jesus?

Could Jesus forgive sins?

Why did Jesus eat with sinners?

Who did Jesus come to save?

Is eating wrong?

Why was the Sabbath made?

When did David's men eat holy bread? (I Sam 21:1-6)

Who was greater than the law of Moses?





�Q2L11 Jesus Goes to the Pool



(Jn 5:1-18)

In Jerusalem there was a big dinner. One of the gates, the Sheep Gate, had a pool nearby. The pool, called Bethesda, had 5 porches. Many sick people stayed by the pool. Sometimes an angel of God came down and moved the waters. Then all the people who were ill tried to get into the pool. The first sick person who got into the pool after the angel moved the water, was healed. There was a certain man who had been sick for 38 years. Every day his friends would bring him to the pool. Every day the man would wait for the angel to come and move the waters.



Every time the angel moved the waters, this man tried to crawl to the water. But there was always someone else who could move faster. Or some sick people had well people wait with them to help them into the water. Every time the water moved, the sick man tried to get to the water, but someone was always faster.



It was a crowded pool, but Jesus came and talked to the man who had been sick for 38 years. Jesus asked the man, "Do you want to get well?" The man said, "Sir, no one is here to put me into the water. By the time I get to the water, someone else is already in." Jesus said, "Get up and walk." And the man was well! He was so happy that he got up, carried his bed, and walked and ran, and jumped for joy. It was the Sabbath that day. For some reason the Pharisees believed that healing people on the Sabbath day was wrong. They saw the man who was healed and asked him, "Who told you you could carry your bed?" Jesus did not tell the man His name. The man said, "I do not know who healed me." Jesus found the man later in the Temple. Jesus told the man, "You are well. Do not sin any more so that nothing worse will happen to you." The man told the Pharisees that Jesus healed him, so the Pharisees wanted to hurt Jesus, because Jesus healed people on the Sabbath day. Jesus even called God His Father, and the Pharisees did not like that, either.



Is it right to help others?

What was special about this pool?

Who was at the pool?

How long had the man been sick?

Why was the man not well yet?

How did the man get well?

Did Jesus tell the man who He was?

Who were the Pharisees?

Why did the Pharisees not like Jesus?

Is Jesus God's Son?

Was it wrong for Jesus to tell people He is God's Son?





�Q2L12 Jesus Teaches on the Hillside



(Mt 5:1-12)

Jesus sat on a big hill. He taught all the people. There were crowds and crowds of people. Jesus' disciples came to Him and sat next to Him so they could see and hear better. The word 'blessed ' means happy. Jesus told His disciples how to be happy and live right.



(Read Mt 5:3-12)



The people had never heard teaching like this before!



Where did Jesus teach the people?

What does the word 'blessed ' mean?

What reward does God have for His children?

What does being gentle (or meek) mean?

Why do people mistreat Christians?

What should people want to hear?

How will God help those who help others?

What is being a peacemaker?

What does it mean to hunger and thirst after righteousness?





�Q3L1 The Light



(Mt 5:13-14, Ps 119:97-105)

Do you like to go out at night? When it is dark, are you ever lonely? When you go out at night, what do you carry? (PAUSE) A light, that's right. Why? Because you cannot see without light. Blind people have to be careful, or they will bump into things. Blind people often use canes or seeing-eye dogs.



Light makes life better. Without light, no plants would grow. Without the sun's light, the earth would freeze. God's Word is like light. (Read Ps 119:97-105.)



God promises us four things if we obey His Word. They are: We'll be wiser than our enemies, we'll know more than our teachers, we'll have more understanding than the older people, and we'll know how to walk. God's Word is a light to show us how to live. Without God's Word, we will stumble and fall.



Jesus taught His disciples how to live. Jesus told them, "Let your light shine so that others may see it. A city an a hill cannot be hidden. No one lights a candle and then covers it. A candle is put on a shelf or stand so that it lights up the whole house. Just so, let your light, or your example, shine before others. Let others see your life and give thanks to God for you. In everything you do, be a good example."



Jesus said that His disciples were like salt, too. Salt is like light. Salt makes life better, too. Salt makes our muscles work and our blood cannot clot without salt. Salt helps keep meat from going bad. Salt helps make animal skins into leather. Salt helps us digest our food. Without salt we could not live.



What is good about light?

What is good about salt?

What would happen without light?

What would happen without salt?

How can you be like light?

How can you be like salt?





�Q3L2 The Soldier



(Lk 7:1-10)

Jesus went back to Capernaum. There was a Roman soldier living there who knew about Jesus. Now, Roman soldiers were usually not religious. The Romans worshiped Mars and Venus and Jupiter (false gods) but hardly ever worshiped the real God. This Roman officer was different. He helped the Jewish people. He was kind and fair to them. The Jews needed a new Synagogue, or school, and this Roman soldier paid for the whole building out of his pay! This soldier believed in God and believed in Jesus.



One day, this Roman soldier came home, and he found one of his servants very sick. This servant was about to die. The soldier was worried about his sick servant. He knew Jesus could heal his servant, but he did not feel right about asking Jesus to come to his house. So the soldier asked some of the older Jewish men to go to see Jesus. The Jewish men came to Jesus and said, "There is a Roman soldier who has a sick servant. Please heal him. The soldier is a good man, and has built our synagogue for us."



So Jesus walked towards the soldier's house. The soldier sent some of his friends to meet Jesus. They said, "The soldier says, 'Lord, You do not have to bother coming to my house. Please do not come in, because I am a nobody. Just say that the servant is well, and I know that he will get well '." The friends said, "The soldier also said, 'I am a soldier, and I send my men here and there, so please do not bother to see me '."



Jesus was very surprised, and said to the crowd that was with Him, "I have never seen such great faith among the Jewish people." The friends of the soldier went back to his house. When they got there, they found the servant well. They were very glad. They were thankful that Jesus had healed the servant.



Who was sick?

What did Romans usually worship?

Why did the Jewish older men go to see Jesus?

What messages did the soldier send to Jesus?

Why did the soldier not want Jesus to come to his house?

What is faith? (Heb 11:6)

Why was Jesus surprised?

Why do you think this man had more faith than the Jews?

How can we have faith in God today? (Rom 10:17)





�Q3L3 A Woman Gives Her Perfume



(Mt 26:6-13, Jn 12:1-8)

Jesus went to Bethany, about 3 miles east of Jerusalem. He had many friends there, like Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. Also, there was a man named Simon who lived in Bethany. Jesus cured his leprosy, and he invited Jesus inside. Jesus was glad to come inside. Most Jews would not come near a person who had ever had leprosy, but Jesus showed love and mercy to Simon and came inside. This is an example for us to help others and not think, "I am just too good to do that," or "I am too good to help THAT person."



Well, Jesus was in Simon's house. The disciples were there also, and Jesus was teaching. Now, Jesus was to die on the cross that week. Jesus had told His disciples this. So a woman came up to Jesus. She had a box of very expensive perfume. It was worth a year's pay for a Jew. Her name was Mary, and her sister, Martha was serving the dinner. Mary poured the perfume on Jesus' head, and some of the perfume got down on Jesus' feet, too. The whole house smelled like perfume.



Jesus was glad she had done this good deed. The disciples were angry, and said, "She is wasting the expensive perfume. Why does she not sell it and give the money to the poor?" Judas wanted to get his hands on the money, because he used to steal from the money box. Some of the disciples were selfish and greedy. Jesus said, "Do not bother the woman. She has been good to Me. She has given Me a very nice present. you will always have poor people, but I will not always be here. She poured this perfume on My body to get Me ready for My funeral." The Jewish custom was to pour expensive perfume on a person before burying them. Jesus told Mary, "Thank you. I am glad you gave such a generous gift to Me. When people preach the gospel, they will remember what you have done for Me. I will not forget you. Thank you."



Where did Jesus eat supper?

What did Jesus cure Simon of?

Did Jesus love everyone?

What was going to happen to Jesus that week?

What did Mary pour on Jesus?

What did the disciples think of this present?

Who stole from the money box?

What did Jesus mean, "The poor are always with you, but I am not"?

What did Jesus think of the present?





�Q3L4 A Woman Touches Jesus



(Lk 8:40-56)

"Jesus is back!" the people shouted. Jesus had just gotten off of a small boat on the Sea of Galilee. All the people rushed to see Jesus. Some people wanted to hear Jesus, and others hoped Jesus would feed them. When Jesus was around, things got exciting. Jairus, the head of the synagogue, had a problem. His 12 year old daughter was dying. Jairus hoped Jesus would make her well. "Master, please come help my little girl, " he begged Jesus. He had fallen down in front of Jesus. It seemed that well people never called for Jesus. So Jesus started waking to Jairus' house. It was very crowded.



A certain woman had been following Jesus. She had been bleeding for 12 years. This woman had spent lots of money on doctors, but she was still sick. "If I can just touch Jesus," she thought, "I will be well. All I need to do is touch His clothes." She got closer and closer to Jesus in the crowd. She almost touched Jesus, but the crowd pushed her back. Finally, she was able to touch Jesus. And she was well! She was very happy and walked away as fast as she could.



Jesus knew someone had touched Him and had been healed. Jesus asked His disciples, "Who touched Me?" They said, "Not me, not me." Peter said, "Teacher, there is a big crowd. Why do You ask who touched You?" Jesus said, "I know someone touched Me and was healed." The woman knew Jesus was talking about her, and she was afraid. But she came to Jesus and fell down at His feet. She told all the people how she was sick and how she was made well just by touching Jesus. Jesus said, "Your faith has saved you. Go in peace."



Then a servant came and told Jairus, "Your daughter is dead. Do not bother Jesus any more." But Jesus said, "Do not be afraid. Have faith, and she will get well." When Jesus got to the house, the people were crying. Jesus let Peter, James, John, and the girl's parents into the room where she was. Jesus said, "She is only asleep." The people laughed and laughed. Then Jesus closed the door of the room and touched the girl's hand. "Get up, little girl, " He said, and the girl got up. She was alive and well. Jesus told the girl's parents to give her something to eat, and not to tell anyone about this.



What did Jairus want?

Who was Jairus?

Who wanted to touch Jesus? Why?

Did Jesus notice her touching Him?

What did the disciples say about someone touching Jesus?

How long did the woman say she was sick?

What did Jesus tell the woman?

Why did Jesus tell Jairus to have faith?

Why did the people laugh?

How did Jesus raise the dead girl?





�Q3L5 Herod Kills John the Baptizer



(Mt 14:1-12)

One day Herod, the evil king, sent for John. John was a preacher who lived in the desert and wore camel hair clothes and ate locusts. John did not want to go to see Herod. Herod was jealous of John. People liked John, but they did not care for Herod. So Herod arrested John and put him into prison.



Now, Herod had married Herodias, but Herodias was ALREADY married to Philip, Herod's brother. "You cannot marry a woman who was already married," John said. This made Herod angry. Herod did not like anyone telling him what to do, especially preachers. In fact, Herod wanted to kill John, but was afraid to, because the people loved John. The last thing Herod wanted was a riot.



Well, it was Herod's birthday, and Herod gave himself a big party. All the top Romans and some of the Jews were there. There was lots and food and lots and lots of liquor. Many of the guests came just to get drunk. Herod yelled, "Music, music!" and the harp and flute and violin and horn players started playing dance music-- SLOW dance music. And Herod's step-daughter (Herodias' daughter) came in dancing and Herod really liked it. So Herod promised the girl anything she wanted, up to half his kingdom. She did not know what to ask for. She could have been very rich or had her own kingdom. But she asked her mother "What should I ask for?"



Her mother knew that this was her chance. She told her daughter to ask for John's head on a platter. What a waste of a wish! She could have been a rich young lady! Now, Herod did not want to kill John, but all the guests heard his promise. So Herod had the soldiers cut off John's head and bring it in on a platter. The girl brought it to her mother. What a sickening way to end a party! John's students came and took John's body and buried it. They went and told Jesus what had happened. Jesus was very sad.



Did the people like John the Baptizer?

Did Herod like John? Why?

What had Herod done wrong?

Is divorce good for people?

What kind of a party did Herod give himself?

What kind of music and dancing were there?

What did the girl's dance cost John? If she had not danced, would John have been killed that day?

What would you have asked Herod for?

Was it smart to ask for John's head?

What did John's students do?

How did Jesus feel when he heard that John was dead?





�Q3L6 Jesus Stops a Storm



(Lk 8:22-25)

Jesus and His disciples got into a little boat. They were going to sail across the sea of Galilee. It was a beautiful day with lots of sunshine and very few white fluffy clouds. The disciples sailed over the calm water. Birds flew calmly above the boat and along the shore. It was so nice that Jesus took a nap in the boat.



Soon the white fluffy clouds turned gray, and got bigger and bigger. The sky was now full of black, ugly clouds. The wind started to blow the wrong way, so the men had to lower the sail. The calm water got little waves in it, and the wind got stronger and the clouds got blacker. The waves were bigger now, and the disciples started to row. Now the thunder and lightning were loud and bright and the waves were taller than the little boat. The waves almost got water into the boat. The wind got even stronger, and the disciples were afraid that the boat was going to turn over. They were out in the middle of the water, too far for even the strongest swimmers to make it to shore. The disciples were afraid they were all going to die.



But Jesus was not afraid. The wind, the waves, the lightning, and the thunder had not bothered Jesus at all. The disciples woke Jesus and said, "Teacher, Teacher!" Jesus said, "Why did you wake Me up? I was having a good nap!" They said, "Teacher, look at the wind and the waves! We are all going to die! Save us!" So Jesus said, "Be still," and the wind stopped, the waves got small, and the clouds got light and small again. The lake looked even prettier than before the storm started. Jesus was asking the disciples, "Where is your faith? Do you not believe in Me yet? Where is your faith?" And the disciples were afraid, and said, "Who is Jesus? How do the winds and the waves obey Him?"



Where were the disciples?

What kind of a day was it at first?

What did Jesus do when He got on the boat?

What happened in the middle of the lake?

Why were the disciples afraid?

Did the storm wake Jesus?

Who woke Jesus? Why?

What did Jesus tell the disciples?

What did Jesus do then?

What did the disciples ask then?





�Q3L7 Jesus Feeds a Crowd and Walks on Water



(Mt 14:13-33)

Jesus wanted to be by Himself and pray. But the crowds of people followed Jesus wherever He went. Some sick people wanted to be made well, and people brought their sick relatives and friends for Jesus to heal them. Jesus saw the crowd and felt sorry for them. So Jesus healed the sick people and preached to the people. What wonderful lessons Jesus taught! The time seemed to go by so quickly! It was almost evening, and the people were getting hungry. There was no food around, because the field was bare. Jesus' disciples said, "It is late. Let's send the people away to buy supper in one of the towns nearby." Jesus said, "Give them something to eat; they do not need to leave yet."



The disciples looked for food. All they found was one boy's lunch, five small loaves and two small fish. The disciples brought the food to Jesus. Jesus told the people to sit back on the ground. So the people sat back on the grass in groups. Jesus prayed and thanked God for the food and for the beautiful weather. Then Jesus broke the bread and passed the pieces out. Jesus also passed the fish out.



There was more and more bread and fish! Everyone had enough to eat. After the people were finished, the disciples picked up 12 baskets full of scraps to save to eat later. Jesus had just fed over 5,000 men, and even more women and children. Jesus fed them to show His power. Jesus sent the crowds home, and sent His disciples in a boat to the other side of the sea of Galilee. At last Jesus could be by Himself and pray.



Jesus finished praying but the boat was miles away by now. The wind and the waves were getting stormy again. So Jesus just walked out onto the water, at about 3 o'clock in the morning. The disciples saw Jesus and said, "A ghost!" Jesus said, "It's Me. Do not be afraid." Peter said, "Lord, if it is You, tell me to get out of the boat and walk to You." "Come on, Peter!" Jesus said. Peter walked on the water to Jesus, but Peter looked at the water and wind and was afraid. So Peter started to sink. Peter yelled, "Lord, save me!" So Jesus picked up Peter and said, "You have so little faith!" Then they got into the boat and the waves stopped. The disciples said to Jesus, "Now we know You are God's Son."



Why did the crowds follow Jesus?

How did Jesus help the crowd?

Why did the disciples want the people to leave?

What food did the disciples find?

Why did Jesus pray before eating?

How did Jesus feed the people? How many were there?

How much food was left? Why did the disciples pick up the scraps?

Why did Jesus want to be alone?

Where did Jesus' disciples go?

What did the disciples see? What time was it?

What did the disciples say? What did Peter say?

What happened to Peter? Why?





�Q3L8 A Visit From Moses and Elijah



(Mt 17:1-8, Lk 9:28-36)

Jesus took Peter, James and John up on top of a mountain. They were the only ones there. The three were wondering what Jesus was going to tell them. They got to the top, and Jesus started to pray. While He was praying, Jesus started to change--Jesus' face got brighter and brighter. His clothes were so white that they glowed. Jesus' face was brighter than the sun, and the disciples could not stand to look at Jesus. Peter, James, and John got so tired that they fell asleep. Then they woke up suddenly.



Moses and Elijah were on the mountain, talking to Jesus. They were shining, too. Peter, James and John did not know what to say. Moses and Elijah talked to Jesus about how Jesus would die very soon on the cross for our sins. Then Moses and Elijah left and went up into the sky. Then Peter said, "Lord, we are glad to see this. If you want, we can build three temples here, one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah." Peter did not understand what he was saying.



While Peter was talking, a cloud covered Peter, James, and John. The cloud was very bright. The three disciples heard a voice say, "This is My Son, whom I love. Listen to Him." The disciples were really afraid. Then Jesus told them not to tell anyone about this until after He was raised from the dead.



Why did Jesus climb the mountain?

What did Jesus do there?

What happened to Jesus?

Who appeared with Jesus?

What did they talk about?

What did Peter say?

What covered them all?

What did the voice say?

Who is most important, Jesus, Moses, or Elijah?

Who should we worship?

When did Jesus say they could talk about the vision?





�Q3L9 The Widow



(Lk 18:1-8)

Jesus taught the disciples about prayer. He wanted to show them that when you pray, you may not get an answer right away. God sometimes says, "No," too. Jesus wanted His disciples to keep on praying and not give up. So Jesus told them a parable. A parable is a lesson about earthly things to teach people about spiritual things. Some people call a parable, "An earthly story with a heavenly meaning."



Jesus began. "There was a widow in a city. A banker was trying to take the widow's house away from her, but she did not owe the banker any money. The judge in that town was very tough. He did not play favorites with anyone. He was not religious, and he believed in being strict. This widow kept coming and kept asking him, 'Help me. Save me from this evil man.' But the judge was too busy to listen. Every day when the court opened, the widow was there. Finally, because the widow kept coming and coming, the judge said, 'I do not treat any people better than others. I do not have favorites. I do not even worship God. Because you keep coming and bothering me, I will help you.' The judge just got tired of seeing the woman's face."



Jesus went on, "Listen to what evil judge said. He did not even worship God or play favorites. But he helped the widow because she kept on trying to get him to help her." Jesus said, "God is a good Judge. He will quickly help those who keep on praying night and day."



What did Jesus want to teach His disciples?

What is a parable?

What kind of a person was the judge?

What problem did the widow have?

How did the widow solve her problem?

Why did the judge help the widow?

How should we pray?

Does God always answer our prayers, "Yes"?

Has God ever answered "No" to one of your prayers?

What would happen if God answered every prayer, "Yes"?





�Q3L10 Jesus Visits Mary and Martha



(Lk 10:38-42)

Jesus went to Bethany, where Mary and Martha lived. Jesus always liked to stop here. There was always a welcome and a good meal for Jesus and His disciples. Jesus and His disciples came into Martha's house. She really got busy. Martha wanted everything to be just right for Jesus. She started getting out dishes and started setting the table. She got out flour and made bread to bake for the guests. Martha even went to the well to get cool water to wash Jesus' feet.



All this time, Jesus was teaching, and Mary was sitting at His feet, listening. Soon, Martha noticed that Mary was not helping her get supper ready. She told Jesus, "Teacher, tell Mary to get up and help me! She is so lazy; she wants me to do all the work by myself!" Jesus said, "Martha, Martha, you worry too much. This is more important than fixing dinner. Mary chose to listen to Me. So now let her stay and listen."



Where did Jesus like to visit?

What did Martha do when Jesus came?

What did Mary do?

What did Jesus tell Martha?

Who is most important to you?





�Q3L11 The Samaritan Helps His Neighbor



(Lk 10:25-37)

A Jewish lawyer got up and wanted to trick Jesus. "What is the most important command in the Law?" he asked. Jesus said, "What does the Law say to you?" The lawyer said, "You shall love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength and you shall love your neighbor as your self." Jesus said, "Keep that law, and you will be right with God." But the lawyer did not want to admit he was not right with God. So he asked, "Who is my neighbor?"



Jesus gave an example, "A man was traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho. It was hot, and the man was alone. The man went too close to the bushes where some robbers were hiding. And the robbers jumped on the man, tore off his clothes, stole all his money, and beat him until he could not stand up. The robbers left the poor man almost dead, and they ran away laughing, counting their stolen money." "A priest was walking on the same road, and he saw the man hurt. The priest did not bother to check if the man was alive. If the man had been dead, the priest would have been unclean. And if the man were not dead, the priest did not want to have a guilty conscience. So the priest just walked around him and passed by."



"A Levite came along, too, and he did not even think about helping the man. He just walked by on the other side of the road. But a Samaritan man walking by felt sorry for him, and stopped to help. He poured oil and wine on the man's sores and gave the man clothes to wear. He put the man on his own donkey, and brought him to an inn. He told the innkeeper to take care of him. The Samaritan gave the innkeeper two days' pay and promised to pay the rest of the bill when he came back. "



Jesus asked the lawyer, "Which of these was the hurt man's neighbor?" The lawyer said, "The one who helped him." Jesus said, "Go, and follow that example."



Who tried to trick Jesus?

What did the lawyer ask?

What did Jesus ask the lawyer?

What happened on the road to Jericho?

Who passed by the hurt man first? Did he help? Why?

Did the second man help? Why?

Who helped the man? Why?

What did the Samaritan tell the innkeeper?

Who was the hurt man's neighbor?

What lesson can we learn from this?







�Q3L12 A Dead Man Raised



(Jn 11:1-53)

Mary and Martha sent for Jesus, "Lazarus is sick. Please come." Jesus' disciples said, "Teacher, Lazarus is Your friend. Why don't You go?" Jesus said, "This illness is not so he will die. This is happening so that people will believe God." Jesus stayed two more days and said, "Let's go to Bethany." The disciples said, "Teacher, the last time You were in Bethany the Pharisees almost killed You." Jesus said, "The day has 12 hours in it. If you walk in the day, you can see, because you have the light of the world. You cannot see at night."



Jesus said, "Lazarus is asleep. Let us go wake him up." His disciples said, "If he is asleep, he will get better." But Jesus said, "Lazarus is dead. I am glad I was not there. Let's go." Thomas said, "Let us go, too, and we will die with Jesus."



By the time Jesus got to Bethany, Lazarus had been dead for 4 days. Many people were at Mary and Martha's house. They were crying. Martha came out and said, "Teacher, if You had been here, Lazarus would still be alive." Jesus said, "Your brother will rise again." Martha said, "I know that he will rise again at the last resurrection." Jesus said, "I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in Me shall live, even if they die." Martha said, "I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God."



Martha went and called Mary, "The Teacher is here." Mary got up and the people followed her. They thought she was going to the grave to cry. Mary told Jesus, "If You had been here, Lazarus would not have died." Mary and the other Jews started to cry. Jesus asked "Where is the body?" The people said, "Teacher, come and see." Then Jesus cried. The Jews said, "See how much Jesus loved him!" But some people said, "Why did Jesus let him die?"



The crowd got to the grave, a cave with a big rock on the door. Jesus said, "Roll away the stone." Martha said, "The body will smell terrible. He has been dead 4 days." Jesus said, "Didn't I tell you to believe in God?" So they took the stone away, and Jesus prayed to God. Jesus said, "Lazarus, come out!" And Lazarus came out, but he was not able to move much. He was wrapped up like a mummy. Jesus said, "Unwrap him, and let him go." Many people saw that Lazarus was raised from the dead, and believed that Jesus was God's Son. The Jewish council wanted to kill Jesus and Lazarus, because so many people were following Jesus.



Who was sick?

Who is the light of the world?

Why did the disciples not want to go back to Bethany?

When will all people rise again? (Heb 9:27, Jn 5:28-29)

Why did Jesus cry? Is it all right to cry?

Why did Martha not want the grave stone taken away?

Why did many people believe in Jesus?

Why did the Jewish council not want people to follow Jesus?





�Q4L1 Zaccheus Meets Jesus



(Lk 19:1-10)

Jesus was walking through Jericho. A tax collector named Zaccheus heard Jesus was coming. Zaccheus had heard about Jesus, and wanted to meet Him. Zaccheus was a short man, and could not see over the crowd. "Jesus is coming!" the people shouted. So Zaccheus climbed up in a sycamore tree to see Jesus. There Jesus was! Zaccheus watched Jesus. Then Jesus walked right under the tree where Jesus was. Then Jesus looked up at Zaccheus. Zaccheus was very surprised. "Why would Jesus want to see me?" thought Zaccheus. "Zaccheus, get down from there right now!" Jesus said, "I am coming to your house today, so get ready!"



Zaccheus was even more surprised. People did not like tax collectors, and Zaccheus was a rich tax collector. "Why would Jesus want to come to my house," Zaccheus thought. So Zaccheus went home and told his servants, "Fix a big supper! Jesus is coming here!" By the time supper was ready, Jesus was there. Zaccheus was glad Jesus had come to his house. Then Jesus started to teach. The crowd was angry. They thought Jesus should not eat with a tax collector. Just then, Zaccheus told Jesus, "I am selling half of what I have and giving it to the poor. I am also giving back four times as much to anyone I have cheated." Yes, Zaccheus was sorry he had cheated people in the past and he was going to make it right. Jesus said, "Today Zaccheus has repented, and made himself right with God. I came to look for and save the lost."



Who was Zaccheus?

Did people like Zaccheus?

Why did Zaccheus climb the tree?

Why did Jesus talk to Zaccheus?

Did people like to see Jesus eating with a tax collector?

What did Zaccheus promise to do?

What is repenting? (Turning away from sins.)

Why did Jesus say He came?





�Q4L2 The Lost Boy



(Lk 15:11-32)

Jesus was telling people about how people are saved. Jesus told them about a lost boy: "There was a man who had two sons. The youngest son wanted to leave home, so his father gave the son his share of the family farm. The boy wanted cash, so the father sold part of his land and animals and gave the money to the boy. Very soon, the boy left home, and went to a far away country. He wasted all his money at wild parties, on drinking, gambling, and drugs."



"Soon all the boy's money was gone, so he had to work for a living. There was a crop failure in that country, so there was not much food. The only job the boy could get was a job feeding pigs. To Jewish boy, pigs were dirty, but he was desperate. He was so hungry, he wanted to eat the slop the pigs were eating. Then the boy thought, 'You know, my father's hired help have more to eat than I do. I am starving here. I will go home and tell my father that I am not his son any more. Maybe my father will give me a job with the hired help. ' "



So the boy started walking home. Every day his father went outside to look for his son. One day, his father saw him a ling way down the road. His father ran out to meet him, and hugged him and kissed him. The son said, 'Father, I have sinned against God and you. I am not your son any more. Please make me one of your hired help. ' But his father told the hired men, 'Bring out a good clean jacket and a ring and nice shoes. Kill a calf, and have a party. My son was lost and is found now. My son was dead, but he is alive now.' So all the men had a good party."



"The boy's older brother was out working in the field. He heard the party going on and asked one of the hired men, 'What's going on?' The man said, 'Your brother is home. Your father is throwing a party for him. ' So the older brother was angry. He did not want to go inside to the party. His father came out and begged him to come in. The brother said, 'I have worked hard for you and have done what you wanted me to. But you never gave me a goat to have a party with my friends. And this wasteful boy of yours gets a big party. ' The father said, 'Don't worry, son. You will have this farm when I die. But we had to celebrate, because your brother was dead and lost, but now is alive and found '."



What did the youngest son ask for? How did he spend the money?

What happened when the money ran out? What did the boy have to do?

What did the youngest boy decide to do? Why?

What was he going to tell his father?

What did the father tell his youngest son?

What did the father do for the youngest son?

Why was the oldest son angry?

Why did the father say he had to throw the party?





�Q4L3 Jesus Rides into Jerusalem



(Mt 21:1-17)

Jesus was going to die that week. He was at the Mount of Olives. So Jesus told His disciples, "Go into the village. You will find a donkey and its colt, and no one has ridden on them. Untie them, and bring them here. If anyone asks you what you are doing, tell them 'The Lord needs them,' and he will let you have them." So two of Jesus' disciples went into the village. There was a donkey and a little donkey tied up, just like Jesus said. They untied them, and someone asked, "Where are you going with them?" The disciples said, "The Lord needs them," and left with the donkeys. This fulfilled Zech 9:9, a prophecy about Jesus.



When kings used to ride into Jerusalem, they would ride on donkeys and the people would throw palm branches and their clothes onto the road in front of the king. So they put Jesus on the donkey and put their clothes and palm branches in the road ahead of Him. The people were very happy to see Jesus. The crowd was crying out, "Save us now, Oh Son of David. May God bless You for coming to us. Save us now." The people were praising God. They were very loud, and the whole city of Jerusalem asked, "Who is this Man?" The crowd said, "This is Jesus the Prophet, from Galilee."



Then Jesus went to the Temple. He had thrown out the animals and the money changers once before, right after He was baptized. But the greedy priests did not learn to keep the Temple pure. The doves and cows and tables of money were right back in the Temple. So Jesus ran in and threw out all the animals again and let the doves go loose. Jesus turned over the tables of money again, too. He threw out the people who sold animals and said, "God said this Temple was to pray in. You have made it into a robber's hideout."



The sick and blind and crippled people came to Jesus in the Temple and He healed every one of them. The little children said, "Save us, Son of David." But the priests were angry and thought of ways to hurt Jesus.



Where was Jesus going?

What did Jesus tell His disciples to get?

Why did Jesus ride on a donkey?

What did the people put on the road?

What did the people call Jesus?

Why was Jesus called the Son of David? (Mt 1:1, II Sam 7:12)

What did the people in the city of Jerusalem say?

What did Jesus do at the Temple? Why?

Why were the moneychangers back in the Temple?

Who came to Jesus in the Temple?





�Q4L4 The Farmer



(Mt 13:1-30, 36-43)

Jesus sat down by the sea of Galilee. A large crowd came to Him. He taught them parables. Parables are stories that explain spiritual things. Jesus taught: "There was a farmer who went out to plant his crop. He threw seed everywhere. Some seed landed by the road, and the birds came and ate it up. And some seed fell on the rocky ground and grew a little. But when the sun came out, the seed died because their roots did not go deep. Some seed fell in the thorns, and the thorns grew up and killed the seed. But some seed fell on good ground, and grew. Some grew into 100 kernels, some into 60 kernels, and some grew into 30 kernels."



The disciples asked Jesus, "Why do You use parables?" Jesus said, "You can understands about God's kingdom. These other people do not yet understand. Isaiah said that people would, 'Hear but not understand. ' But you understand Me." (Is 6:1-10) Jesus said, "I will explain this parable to you. When someone hears the Word of God and does not understand it, the devil takes God's Word away from him. This is the seed by the road. The seed on the rocks is the one who hears God's Word and is glad, but then he suffers for Me and he leaves Me. The seed in the thorns is the one who hears God's Word but the worries of the world and money keep him from obeying God's Word. The seed on the good soil is the one who hears God's Word and understands it and grows and shares God's Word and bears fruit, 100, or 60, or 30.



Jesus told another lesson: "God's kingdom is like a man who planted good seed in his field, but his enemy planted weeds in the grain. They both grew and the servants wanted to pull the weeds up. But the farmer said, 'No, don't pull them or you might pull up the grain, too. Let them both grow until the harvest time. Then bundle the weeds and burn them, but put the grain into my barn '." The disciples wanted Jesus to explain this, too, so Jesus said, "The farmer is God's Son, and the field is the world. The grain is the Christians and the weeds are those who follow Satan. The harvest is the judgment and the workers who gather grain are angels. Those who follow Satan will be thrown into Hell forever, but those who obey God will live with Him forever."



Why did Jesus use parables?

What is the seed by the road?

What is the seed in the rocks?

What is the seed in the thorns?

What is the seed in the good soil?

In the next parable:

What is the field?

What is the grain?

Who is punished?

Who is saved?

What are those who follow Satan doing in the church?

What does Is 6:9-10 say about some people?





�Q4L5 The Wedding Supper



(Mt 22:1-14)

Jesus said, "The kingdom of God is like a king whose son was getting married. The king gave a big supper. The king sent out his servants to invite the guests to dinner. Most of the people that he invited made excuses. The servants said, 'Sir, no one wants to come. ' So the king sent out the servants to invite the people again. 'Come to dinner,' the servants said, 'the king has killed his best cows and sheep. All is ready--come to dinner.' But the people made more excuses. One man went home. Another man went to his farm. Some people even beat the king's servants and hurt them."



"The king was very angry and sent his army to burn the houses of those who made excuses. Then the king said to his servants, 'The supper is ready, but there are not enough guests. So go out into the highways and roads and invite everyone in. ' So the servants went out to all the main roads and invited people to dinner. When the guests came, there was still room for guests. So the king told his servants, 'Go out now, and find everyone you can. Bring the poor and sick and blind people to my dinner. For not one of the people who I invited first will eat my dinner '."



"Then the king looked at his guests. At Jewish weddings, each guest had to wear special clothes. One man did not have wedding clothes on. 'Why do you not have wedding clothes on?' the king asked. The man had no excuse. The king told his servants, 'Throw this man out into the darkness '."



Who gave a dinner?

Who did the king invite?

Who went to get the guests?

What excuses did the guests make?

What kind of food was ready?

What did the king tell his servants?

How did the people treat the servants?

What is a wedding garment?

Why did the guests need special clothes?

Why is making excuses bad?

What does "Many are called but few are chosen" mean?





�Q4L6 The 10 Young Girls



(Mt 25:1-13)

Jewish weddings were often large. They had many bridesmaids. There was a custom that the bridesmaids went out to meet the groom. The bridesmaids had to have their lamps burning to help the groom find his way to the wedding supper. Jesus told a parable about this:



"There were 10 young bridesmaids who went to meet the groom. Five were wise and five were foolish. The five wise girls took extra oil for their lamps. But the foolish girls only took enough oil to fill their lamps once. No one knew when the groom was coming. So the girls waited and waited. It got darker and darker, and the girls got sleepy. The girls started to fall asleep, one by one. The wicks of the lamps burned down low, and the oil was almost gone in all ten of the lamps."



"Then at midnight the groom came! One of the groom's men shouted, 'The groom is here! Go out and meet him! ' So all the girls woke up and trimmed off the burnt part of their wicks. The foolish girls saw that their oil was almost gone. 'Please give us some of your oil. Our lamps are almost going out. ' But the wise girls said, 'No, we have just enough for us. If we give you our oil, we will run out, too. We thought of this before and brought extra oil. Go to the store and buy your own oil. ' But it was late at night, and the stores were closed. Finally one man opened his store and sold the foolish girls oil. Now they had plenty of oil. So the foolish girls rushed back to join the wedding feast."



"But it was too late. The groom had already come, and the five wise girls got to go to the dinner. The doors to the dinner were closed, and the foolish girls could hear people laughing and talking inside, having a great time. The girls banged on the door, 'Let us in, sir, please let us in. ' The groom came to the door, and said, 'You were not ready when I came. I do not know you '." Jesus ended the lesson by saying, "Be prepared, because you do not know when I will come back."



Why were the 10 girls waiting?

How many were wise? How many were foolish?

What did the foolish girls forget?

Was it wrong for the wise girls not to share their oil?

What happened when the foolish girls got back?

Why could the foolish girls not go in?

Does every person need to be ready to meet Jesus?

Can you obey God for someone else? Can someone obey God for you?

Do we know when Jesus will come back?





�Q4L7 The Last Supper



(Lk 22:7-38)

Jesus and His disciples were getting ready for the Passover. God gave His people the Passover lamb to eat under the Law of Moses, but Jesus was the Lamb that would die for our sins soon. The most important sacrifice of all, the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, was going to happen the next day. The scribes and priests hated Jesus. But the people knew He had come from God. The priests looked for someone to show them where Jesus was. Judas Iscariot, one of the 12 disciples, started to follow Satan. Judas went to the priests and said that he would turn Jesus over to them. So the priests gave Judas 30 days' pay to do the job. The priests could hardly wait to arrest Jesus.



Jesus told his disciples to get supper ready in Jerusalem. Jesus told the disciples to follow a man carrying a pitcher of water. The man carrying the pitcher of water showed them an upstairs room to get the dinner ready. So the disciples got the Passover meal ready. After dark, Jesus and the disciples sat down to eat. Jesus told them that He would never eat the Passover meal with them again until He ate it in His kingdom.



Jesus took a cup and thanked Jesus for it and said, "Drink this, all of you. This is the blood of the new law which is poured out for you. I will not drink anything that comes from a vine until My kingdom has come." Next, Jesus thanked God for the unleavened bread. Jesus said, "This is My body which is for you. Eat this bread to remember Me." Then Jesus said, "The one who will turn Me over to the Jews is sitting here. I have to die, but the one who turns me over to the Jews will be very sorry." And all the disciples started talking about who was going to turn Jesus over to the priests and scribes.



Then the disciples started arguing about who was the most important. Jesus said, "The Romans have kings, and the officers rule over the people. But you are different. If you want to be important, be gentle. If you want to be the leader, help everyone else. The master is greater than the slave. But I have served every one of you. You have been good friends. God is going to give you 12 thrones in Heaven and you will have a good reward." Jesus told Peter, "The devil wants you to obey him. But I have prayed for you. When you have turned back to Me, help your brothers." Peter said, "I would die for You!" But Jesus said, "Peter, you will say that you do not know Me 3 times before the rooster crows." Jesus said to them all, "When I sent you out before, you did not need anything. This time, take your money and buy swords if you do not have one." "Lord, here are 2 swords," the disciples said. "That is enough," Jesus said. And they sung a hymn and went out to the Mount of Olives.



What did Jesus say about the bread? What about the cup?

When would Jesus drink of the cup again?

Why did Jesus have to die?

What did the disciples argue about? Who did Jesus say was great?

Who would turn Jesus over to the Jews?

What did Jesus say to Peter? What did Peter say about this?

Did the swords make the disciples look like criminals? (Is 53:12)



�Q4L8 Jesus Prays in the Garden



(Mt 26:36-56)

Jesus went to the Mount of Olives with His disciples. Judas had already left to get the Jews so they could take Jesus away. Jesus often went to a place called Gethsemane where there was a garden. Jesus told His disciples, "Sit here while I go up ahead and pray." Then Jesus took Peter, James, and John ahead with him. Jesus was very sad. The night seemed very, very dark and Jesus went ahead of the 3 men to pray alone. Jesus said, "I am very sad. I am sad enough to die right here. Stay here and wait for Me."



Jesus went and prayed, "Father, if there is a way out, I do not want to die. But I want Your will to be done." Jesus came back to Peter, James, and John, but they were asleep. Jesus said, "Why could you not stay up one hour? Wake up and pray so that you will not follow Satan. The spirit wants to follow God, but the body wants to follow Satan."



Jesus went again and prayed, "Father, if I have to die, Your will be done." Then, Jesus came back to the disciples. They were sleeping again, because they were very tired. Jesus went and prayed again. And His sweat poured from Him like big drops of blood. Then Jesus went back to the disciples and said, "Are you still asleep? Get up, because it is time for Me to be taken away." Then Judas walked up with a big crowd of men with swords and clubs. The priests had sent them to take Jesus. Peter drew his sword and cut off the right ear of the high priest's slave!



Jesus healed the slave's ear and said, "Peter, put your sword away. Those who live by the sword will die by the sword. I could call more than 72,000 angels to help Me if I wanted. But I have to die to fulfill the Scriptures." Judas had just gotten to Jesus and he said, "Teacher!" and kissed Jesus. Judas had told the priests "The one I kiss is Jesus." Jesus asked, "Judas, are you turning Me over to these men with a kiss?" When the guards took Jesus, all the disciples ran away.



Where did Jesus go to pray?

How did Jesus feel?

What did Jesus say to God?

Did the disciples stay awake?

Did Jesus want to die?

Could Jesus have called angels to rescue Him?

How did Judas let the men know which man was Jesus?

What did Peter do? What did Jesus tell Peter?





�Q4L9 Peter Denies Jesus



(Mt 26:57-75)

Jesus told Peter that Peter would say that he did not know Jesus three times before the rooster crowed. Jesus was tied up and carried away to Caiphas' house. Peter followed along, and waited to see what happen to Jesus. Peter watched the Jewish Council meet to try to find Jesus guilty. To find Jesus guilty, they needed two witnesses, or men who saw Jesus do something wrong. The priests gave men money to lie, and say Jesus did evil things. But the men could not keep their stories straight. Jesus did not answer to anything the men said. So the high priest stood up and said, "I tell You to answer before God--are You the Anointed One, the Son of God?" Jesus said, "You have said it yourself, but you will see Me sitting at God's right hand, coming in the clouds."



Then the high priest tore his clothes apart and said, "We do not need any more witnesses. This man pretends to be God. What now?" The council answered, "He must die." The servants spat on Jesus and beat Him and said evil things to Him. Peter was watching from outside. A servant girl said, "You were with Jesus." Peter said, "I do not know what you mean." When Peter went to the gate, another servant girl said, "Look! This man was with Jesus." Peter said, "I swear I do not know Jesus." Then the people crowded around Peter and said, "You followed Jesus, too. You talk like a Galileean." Peter swore using God's name and said, "I will be cursed if I know Jesus." Then the rooster crowed and Jesus looked at Peter. (Lk 22:61) Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said. And Peter ran out and cried until he could not cry any more.



What had Jesus told Peter?

What did the council do to Jesus?

Why did the council want to kill Jesus?

Were the false witnesses able to hurt Jesus? Why?

What did Peter say to the first and second servant girls?

What did Peter say to the crowd?

Why did Peter curse himself?

What happened when Jesus looked at Peter?

How can we deny Jesus today? How can we keep from denying Jesus?





�Q4L10 Soldiers Crucify Jesus



(Lk 23:26-56, Jn 19:31-37)

The soldiers took Jesus away to crucify Him. But He had to carry His own cross. Now, a cross could weigh over 100 pounds. Jesus had been beaten, was weak, and had been awake all night. So Jesus fell under the load. The soldiers grabbed a man from Africa named Simon to carry Jesus' cross. Behind Jesus many people followed. The women were crying because Jesus was going to die. Jesus told them, "Do not cry for Me. Cry for yourselves. Soon this city will be destroyed. People will be glad if they are not married. People will not want their children to suffer."



The Romans brought two criminals along. The Romans nailed Jesus to a cross and put the two thieves on the sides of Him. Jesus prayed, "Father, forgive them. They do not know Who I am." The soldiers gambled for Jesus' clothes and the people made rude remarks at Jesus. "You think You are God's Son," they said, "So come down and we will believe You." Above Jesus' head a sign said, "This is Jesus, the King of the Jews."



The thief on one side of Jesus said, "Save us if You are God's Son!" The other one said, "You should be ashamed to say that. We are here because we deserve to die. Jesus has done nothing wrong. Jesus, remember me when You come in Your kingdom!" Jesus said, "I tell you truly, today you will be with Me in Paradise."



From noon to 3 p.m. it was dark, and the veil in the Temple was torn from top to bottom, and people could see inside the most holy place. Then Jesus said, "It is finished. Father, receive My spirit," and Jesus died. The Roman soldier saw how Jesus died and he said, "This man must have been God's Son." Then the soldiers broke the legs of the thieves to make sure they were dead. But Jesus was already dead, so they did not break Jesus' legs. A soldier put his spear into Jesus' side and blood and water came out.



Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus came and buried Jesus, and put Him in a new grave. The women saw where Jesus' grave was, and went home.



Who carried Jesus' cross?

Who cried about Jesus?

Did Jesus forgive the men who killed Him?

How did the crowd treat Jesus?

How did one thief treat Jesus? What about the other?

Had Jesus' kingdom come yet?

What did Jesus promise the second thief?

What happened to the Temple when Jesus died?

What did the soldier say about Jesus?

Who buried Jesus?

Why did Jesus die? (Rom 5:8-9)





�Q4L11 Jesus Rises From the Dead



(Lk 24:1-35)

On Sunday morning, at dawn, the women brought spices to Jesus' grave. The stone was rolled away from the door, and no one was inside. The cloths that Jesus was buried in were still there, but Jesus was gone.



The women saw two angels dressed in bright clothing, and fell down on the ground. The angels said, "Why are you looking for Jesus here? He is not dead; He is alive. Jesus said He would rise from the dead." The women ran to tell the disciples, but the disciples did not believe them. So Peter went to check for himself. There was no Jesus in the grave!



Two of the disciples were walking to Emmaus, seven miles from Jerusalem. They were talking and Jesus walked up. They did not know it was Jesus. "What are you talking about," Jesus asked. The men looked sad. Cleopas said, "Don't You know about Jesus? He was a Prophet and taught God's Word and did miracles. But the priests had Him crucified. We are hoping that He has been raised from the dead. Today is the third day since He died. Some women said they found Jesus' tomb empty and saw some angels. We also sent men to check the grave, and it was empty."



Jesus told them, "Why have you not believed the prophets?" Jesus explained what the Old Testament had to say about Him. It was getting dark, and the men were almost to Emmaus. They asked Jesus to stay with them. Jesus said He was going further, but they begged, and Jesus stayed with them. The men started to eat supper. They asked Jesus to bless the food. Jesus took bread and prayed and broke it and gave it to them to eat. Then the men knew it was Jesus.



But Jesus disappeared, and the men said, "Our hearts seemed like they were on fire when Jesus talked to us on the road." The men got up right then and went back to Jerusalem that night. They told the 11 apostles "We have seen Jesus." Again and again, they told the apostles all about seeing Jesus.



Who came to the grave?

Was Jesus there?

What was inside?

What did the angels say?

Did the disciples believe the women?

Who visited the grave next?

Who saw Jesus next? Did they know it was Jesus?

When did the men know that it was Jesus?

What did the men do when they found out they had seen Jesus?





�Q4L12 Jesus Goes Back to Heaven



(Lk 24:36-53, Mk 16:15-16, Ac 1:)

Jesus appeared to the apostles. They thought Jesus was a ghost. So Jesus said, "Why are you afraid? Look at My hands and My feet. It is Me. Touch Me; You cannot touch a ghost." Then Thomas believed Jesus. When Jesus ate some fish, the rest of the men believed Him.



Jesus told them, "I had to do all these things because Moses and the Prophets wrote about Me many years ago. Now you must preach to all people. You will preach in Jerusalem and Samaria and to the whole world. You can preach about Me because you have seen Me. You have seen Me alive after I was killed. Those who believe and are baptized will be saved. But those who do not believe will be lost. Teach people about My life. Teach them to obey Me."



Jesus and His disciples walked to Bethany. He said, "Stay in Jerusalem until you have received power from God. Then you will know what to do." Then Jesus held up His hands and blessed the apostles. While He was blessing them, Jesus was taken up into Heaven by a cloud.



The men were looking into the sky and two angels came to them. "Why are you looking into the sky?" they asked. "Jesus will come again this same way," the angels said. The apostles were very happy, and went to Jerusalem and waited for Jesus' promise to come true.



What did the apostles think they saw?

What did Jesus show His disciples?

Why did the disciples not believe Jesus?

Where did Jesus say the apostles would preach?

Who did Jesus say would be saved?

Who did Jesus say would be lost?

Why did Jesus tell the apostles to wait in Jerusalem?

How did Jesus go back to Heaven?

How is Jesus going to come back?
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