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I.  Introduction





    A.   A true statement which appears to be contradictory.





    B.   The book of Matthew contains the most examples of paradoxes.





    C.   A chapter by chapter survey of paradoxes is in order.





II. Mt 1:-2:





         The birth of Jesus





         A.   Jesus' birth was almost in secret, yet today the gospel account


              His birth is the most well-known in history.





         B.   Jesus' beginnings were foretold by angels and prophets yet king


              Herod and the people of Jerusalem did not know about him.





         C.   The Savior of the world (because Jesus means 'God saves') had to


              be rescued from the sword of the wicked king Herod.





         D.   The Giver of the greatest gift of all, eternal life, received


              gifts from Gentiles.  These gifts of the Gentiles sustained


              Jesus in exile in Egypt that the Jews might have salvation.





         E.   The Jews went down to Egypt into exile and had to be rescued;


              Jesus went down to Egypt fleeing an evil king and He lived in


              Egypt that the world might be saved from the bondage of sin.





         F.   The mighty King of kings and Lord of lords who is so well known


              today grew up in the obscurity of Nazareth.





III. Mt 3:-4:





    A.   The sinless Son of God asked to be baptized, although He had no need


         to  repent.   What  a marvelous example to those who often  say  that


         baptism is not especially important!





    B.   The serving Son of God allowed Himself to be served by an outcast who


         wore camel's hair.





    C.   The element of the first baptism here on earth was water, (Mt 3:11)


         yet Jesus would baptize the disobedient with fire (Mt 3:11-12) at the


         end of time.  Now the Holy Spirit is received when water baptism


         takes  place.  (Ac 2:38) Thus our "new set of parents" are the  water


         and the Spirit. (Jn 3:5)





    D.   Satan tempted Jesus with physical things, though Christians today


         fight in the spiritual realm. (Eph 6:11-12, II Cor 10:3-5)





    E.   Satan misused scripture and Jesus corrected Satan with the scripture.


         (Mt   4:5-7)   It  is  interesting  that  Satan  tried  to  use   the


         authoritative word of God to taunt Jesus.
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    F.   Satan's taunts of Jesus struck at His deity, (Mt 4:3,6) saying "IF


         You  are the Son of God",  yet Jesus did not deny Satan's  existence.


         Many people today delude themselves into thinking Satan is not real.


         We know that Satan is real and active and restless. (I Pet 5:8-9)





    G.   Jesus,  a  Jew,  lived among the Gentiles for a time and taught.


         (Mt  4:14-17)  This writer's opinion is that the light of  the  world


         preached first to the Gentiles, yet Peter preached first to the


         Jews. (Ac 2:14) This is the reverse order of what men would do: take


         care of your own first, then others.  Possibly the Gentiles received


         Jesus more eagerly than the Jews. (Jn 1:11-12)





    H.   The disciples Jesus called left their physical nets and their means


         of earning a living to become poor and to learn to fish for souls.


         (Mt 4:18-22).





    I.   The poor,  outcast and lonely were eager to receive Jesus, (Mt 4:23-


         25) yet Jesus was rejected by most people (Is 53:1-3).





IV. Mt 5:





    A.   This contains more paradoxes than any other chapter in Matthew.





    B.   Only the poor in spirit can obtain the spiritual riches of the


         kingdom of God.





    C.   Those who mourn and weep and sorrow in this life will be comforted by


         God.





    D.   Those who are meek and gentle will overcome the powerful and are now


         heirs of the earth. (Rom 8:16-17, I Cor 3:21-23, Ps 8:2)





    E.   Those who desire righteousness with a craving greater than any


         physical appetite will be filled, not with the food that perishes,


         but with the gifts only God can give.





    F.   Only those who obey the truth (I Pet 1:22), thus obtaining a pure


         heart will see God, and those who deny God's existence cannot ever


         approach Him. (I Jn 3:2, Rev 21:6-8)





    G.   Those who make peace by preaching the gospel and living faithful


         lives will be called sons of God (Is 52:7) and those who try to go to


         war against God will be destroyed. (Rev 6:15-17)





    H.   Those who are persecuted for the cause of Jesus are blessed.  Yet to


         the  world,  God's prophets and saints are outcasts,  the scum of the


         earth (I Cor 4:9-14).





    I.   The  light  of the believer is contrasted with the darkness  of  the


         world,  and  the irony is that the world cannot put out  that  light;


         yet the believer can voluntarily hide his light.





    J.   The  salt  that  is sprinkled about should make men thirst  for  the


         living water (Jn 4:13-14).
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    K.   The righteousness of the Pharisees was thought to be great, yet Jesus


         demands  His servants' righteousness to exceed theirs.   This is only


         possible (Phil 3:9) through God.





    L.   The Jews taught that only the physical act of adultery was wrong, yet


         Jesus taught that the heart was the source of sin.   Purify the heart


         and the outward acts will be right.





    M.   The vows and oaths the Jews made seemed good on the outside, yet were


         useless since the Jews' motives were not right.   No amount of  oaths


         can  purify a sinful heart or turn a lie into the truth.  Someone has


         said  "If you cannot trust a man's word,  putting it in writing  will


         not get you an honest deal."





    N.   Jesus'  admonitions to "Turn the other cheek" and "Go with  him  two


         (miles)" are summed up in this: "Love your enemies and pray for those


         who  persecute  you.  How great a love Jesus had when He prayed  for


         those who nailed Him to the cross.  (Lk 23:34)  And we must have  the


         same love Jesus has (Jn 15:12).





    O.   God does good to the unjust and the just,  and so must we.  Although


         we  are  weak,  we must strive to reach the standard of  maturity  of


         Christ. (Eph 4:13-15)





V.  Mt 6:





    A.   When  we  practice our righteousness in the open,  men see  and  God


         ignores  us,  and when we practice our righteousness in  secret,  God


         sees and rewards us.  We must choose to receive either man's approval


         or God's approval.





    B.   We  must often repeat our requests to men,  yet God knows our  needs


         even before the first time we ask!





    C.   In forgiving others we are able to obtain forgiveness, and in not


         forgiving  others,  we  deny  ourselves the grace  of  God.  Thus  we


         determine our own salvation to a large extent. (Phil 2:12)





    D.   What we lay up for ourselves on earth will be destroyed, yet what we


         give away on earth will be stored up for our reward in heaven.   What


         we keep we lose, and what we give up we keep! Thus we choose to serve


         either God or money.





    E.   The birds and flowers do not worry,  and God provides for them.  And


         although  we worry,  God still provides for us.   Though we are worth


         more  than  all the rest of the creation,  though  we  alone  possess


         intellect, we often ignore the providence of God.  When we keep God's


         righteousness  and  His kingdom first,  God will provide  our  needs.


         (Phil 4:19, Ps 41:1-3, 37:25-26)








VI. Mt 7:





    A.  Our  own standard of judgment will be used against us. Only if we use a


        merciful standard, God will show mercy to us. (Jas 2:12-13)
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    B.   Giving pearls to swine,  or teaching where we are not wanted is  not


         only unfruitful, it is dangerous. (Prov 9:7-9)





    C.   Evil men know how to give good gifts to their children; this example


         is used to show the righteousness of God.





    D.   The broad gate that is easy to enter,  following the crowd, leads to


         destruction.  Yet  the way that is narrow and difficult in this  life


         leads to the eternal rewards God has laid up for His children.





    E.   The hidden motives of the heart can be discerned by the fruits or


         results of the person's life.





    F.   Many  call  Jesus  "Lord" yet this will not get  them  into  heaven.


         Outward religion cannot save, nor can feigned obedience, nor can last


         minute lip service in that great day.





    G.   Jesus'  authority  comes from His deity.   The scribes had  no  such


         authority,  since  they had strayed away from the only authority they


         had, the scriptures, and substituted their own teachings. (Mk 12:24,


         Mk 7:6-9)





VII. Mt 8:





    A.   The foxes had holes to sleep in, yet the Son of God had no home. (Mt


         8:20)





    B.   "Allow  the dead to bury their own dead." The minds of  unsaved  men


         (Heb 2:14-16) dwell on death, yet Jesus brings life! (Jn 10:10)





    C.   The  demons  recognized  and confessed Jesus as God's Son  and  were


         forced to go into the bodies of swine. Thus the animal hated by the


         Jews  played a part in the salvation of all who heard the preaching of


         the man who was demon-possessed!





VIII. Mt 9:





    A.   The scribes, who were charged with keeping the Law of Moses pure, did


         not recognize the power of the Author of all truth.





    B.   God desires not our things, but us (Mt 9:13).





    C.   Outward  religion does not save,  nor does ill treatment of the body


         make the soul better. (Col 2:20-23)





    D.   When men have given up, Jesus can save. (Mt 9:24-25)





IX. Mt 10:





    A.   We are to be as shrewd as serpents,  yet as harmless as  doves.  (Mt


         10:16-23) This will assure that the gospel will be preached without


         the preacher being killed at the first opportunity.





    B.   We are to expect to be persecuted MORE than Jesus was (Mt 10:24-25)
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    C.   We are to fear God, who can destroy both body and soul, not man, who


         can only destroy the body.  Yet so many fear man, and ignore God.





    D.   God  will confess those who confess Him and deny those who deny Him.


         Our own words will thus determine our soul's eternal destiny.





    E.   Jesus,  the Prince of Peace (Is 9:6) also came to bring a sword. All


         those who love God must use the sword of the Spirit, the word of God.


         (Eph 6:17,  Rev 1:16) Surely the word of God has caused more division


         among people than all physical wars combined.





    F.   Losing  our  lives for Jesus means we will gain  eternal  life,  and


         keeping our lives for ourselves means we will lose our souls.





X.  Mt 11:





    A.   Verses 7-11 tell us that the men wearing nice clothing were far


         inferior to John, yet too many people listen first to those who wear


         nice clothing. Also, although John was a great man, the least person


         in the kingdom of heaven was greater than he.





    B.   The  same men who wanted John to eat the food and wear  the  clothes


         they did, rejected John. Yet when Jesus came eating the same food and


         wearing  the  same clothes as they did,  these foolish  men  rejected


         Jesus, also.  Wicked hearts are never satisfied.  Any excuse will do,


         so long as the truth is kept from penetrating their evil hearts.





    C.   The  same  miracles which Bethsaida and Chorazin ignored would  have


         caused  Tyre  and  Sidon,  Sodom and Gomorrah to repent  and  not  be


         destroyed! How great must their unbelief have been! We must always be


         alert so that we will not reject someone just because we are familiar


         with him.





    D.   God  revealed His gospel to the failures in life.  For not many wise,


         not many noble obey the gospel. (I Cor 1:22-29)  Yes, the weakness of


         God  is stronger than men,  and the foolishness of God is wiser  than


         men.





    E.   Jesus replaces the heavy burden of sin with a yoke of service to Him.


         Now service has a true reward. (Rom 6:17-18,23)





XI. Mt 12:





    A.   The  scribes and the Pharisees were so caught up in their own  power


         that  they cared more for the life of an ox or a sheep than the  life


         of a human being. This calls to mind the problems that occur when men


         deny their spiritual nature and become mere animals (humanism).


    B.   The words that come out of the mouth so freely reveal the  character


         of the heart, either good or evil.





    C.   The Gentiles of Nineveh will be saved before the unbelieving Jews.





    D.   The brothers and mother (the family) of Jesus are those who believe


         and obey Him. Birth alone will not save without doing God's will.
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XII. Mt 13:





    A.   The hidden mystery of the gospel is made known in parables, so that


         studying the Bible is necessary.  Without effort, nothing worthwhile


         can be gained.





    B    The tares in the field (the wicked in the church) are allowed to


         remain. Were they to be rooted out, many faithful would be lost.  The


         irony is that the tares being allowed to remain actually keeps some


         people from being lost.  Besides, according to tradition, tares were,


         in the early stages of their development, nearly impossible to


         distinguish from the wheat.





    C.   Jesus did not do many miracles (Mt 13:53-58) because His own people,


         those who knew Him best, reject His deity, and called Him a mere man.





XIII. Mt 14:





    A.   The dance that intrigues so many today was responsible for a godly


         man being executed unjustly. How many more souls might have been


         saved, had John lived to preach to others?





    B.   What man cannot provide, God provides. Feeding the crowd was only an


         example  of  God's providence.   Truly,  without God,  no food  could


         exist. (Ac 14:16-17)





XIV. Mt 15:





    A.   Honoring father and mother has often been scoffed at, yet this


         remains the first commandment with promise.





    B.   The spiritual things cause a man to be righteous or unrighteous. The


         food a man eats cannot make him better or worse.  The physical cannot


         redeem the spiritual.





    C.   The  Canaanite woman received a blessing from Jesus because  of  her


         great faith.  Few people indeed have possessed great faith, for Jesus


         often rebuked His disciples for their lack of faith. (Mt 14:31)





XV. Mt 16:





    A.   Some people said Jesus was a prophet or a great man, yet they missed


         the entire point of Jesus' teaching: He was the Son of God.





    B.   Peter did not come to know that Jesus was God's Son by himself.  God


         revealed  this fact to him.  Peter had to depend on God to  recognize


         that  Jesus was His Son!  How then could Peter be infallible?


    C.   Many will gain the world and the things of this world.  And many will


         lose  their own soul for a few pieces of silver,  a  little  fame,  a


         moment's illicit pleasure.   Yet God paid the supreme price to redeem


         an ungrateful humanity:  the precious blood of Jesus Christ, His only


         Son.
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XVI. Mt 17:





    A.   Of the three who appeared on the mountain, only Jesus has all


         authority. God told the disciples, "Listen to Him!" When we listen


         to any other than Jesus, we get into trouble spiritually.





    B.   Although Jesus told Peter that kings had no authority over Him,


         the meek and lowly Son of God submitted to them.  This is such a fine


         example for us to follow in obeying our rulers. (Rom 13:1-8)





XVII. Mt 18:





    A.   The greatest in the kingdom of heaven is the one who is most like


         the little child; meek, loving, willing to learn.  The great and the


         powerful need not apply unless they are willing to surrender all to


         Jesus.





    B.   It  is  better to make whatever sacrifice is necessary and be  saved


         than to hang on to some sin or pride and be forever lost.





    C.   God  does not want anyone to be lost,  so He sent Jesus to seek  the


         lost sheep, the souls everyone else had long since given up for dead.





    D.   Discipline strengthens the church.  Rather than weakening the church,


         as  some  believe  and  fear,   discipline  builds  character  in  an


         individual and in the church. (Heb 12:5-10)  So we must not shrink


         back from following Jesus' loving teaching on discipline.  We correct


         because we care; if we do not care, we will not correct.





    E.   We must forgive even beyond the point of human understanding.  God's


         mercies  are infinite,  and so our forgiveness and compassion  should


         be the same as God's.  When we lean upon God, He gives us the ability


         to truly forgive from the heart.





XVIII.   Mt 19:





    A.   Jesus went back beyond the Mosiac teaching on divorce and appealed:


         "From the beginning it has not been this way!"  God's law on marriage


         has never changed, and will not change so long as the earth stands.


         The irony in this is the many varied attempts by men to change God's


         law on marriage to suit their purposes. Sin is sin, no matter how


         much "rationalizing" we do.





    B.   Jesus told the rich man to sell his possessions so that he would be


         rich. The irony is that the rich must become poor in God's kingdom,


         and the poor become rich when they learn the word of God.





    C.   Many who think themselves to be first will be last, and many who


         place themselves at the end of the line will find themselves exalted.
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XIX.  Mt 20:





    A.   All  the  workers  received the same pay,  no matter how  long  they


         worked.  Yet those who went to work early in the day received the


         wages they bargained with the vineyard owner for.  The generosity of


         the vineyard owner is typical of the kindness of God.





    B.   Those  who  want  to  be great in the kingdom  of  God  must  become


         servants, and those who want to be first must be slaves.  Jesus came


         not to conquer through force, but to serve.  The atonement of the


         blood of Jesus, the Lamb of God is only possible because of Jesus'


         purity and meekness.





    C.   The blind receive their sight from Jesus, and those who think they


         can see (spiritually) by themselves are blind.





XX. Mt 21:





    A.   The King of kings comes riding into Jerusalem on a donkey.





    B.   The children praise Jesus as the Savior (Hosanna to the Son of David)


         and the people throw their clothing on the ground before Him.  Yet in


         a few days these same people will cry out for Jesus' blood.  Yes,


         fame is truly fleeting at best.





    C.   When Jesus' authority is questioned, He responded with a question.


         Whenever Jesus' authority is questioned today, the questioners look


         just as foolish as the chief priests did.





    D.   People rejected Jesus, yet God made Him the chief corner stone, on


         which the church rests.  No one can build anything of any spiritual


         value without building on Jesus.  Anyone who tries to build on Jesus


         with false teaching will in the end find himself crushed under the


         solid Rock of Truth.





XXI. Mt 22:





    A.   Those called to the wedding feast declined the invitation.  Still


         foolish people decline the invitation of Jesus although the feast is


         free!  Pride and the indulgence of sin prevent many souls from being


         saved.





    B.   The coin used to pay taxes bore the image of Caesar and should be


         given to Caesar; the human soul bears the image of God and should


         be given to God. To refuse to do either is robbery.





    C.   God is the God of the living.  Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were saved


         despite their mistakes.  We have a better hope of salvation than they


         had.   It  is  ironic  that Jesus uses this passage from the  Law  to


         refute the idea that there is no resurrection.  The truth about the


         resurrection was under the Sadducees' very noses, yet they refused to


         listen to the truth.
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    D.   Jesus made the Pharisees admit (Mt 22:41-46) that the Messiah was the


         Son of David. Jesus then proved that David called the Messiah Lord.


         The Pharisees could not answer the question of how the Christ could


         be both David's son and Lord without admitting that Jesus was the


         Christ. And they were not about to admit that.





XXII. Mt 23:





    A.   No one should be called Teacher or Rabbi or Father.  Titles mean


         nothing to God.  Only servants mean anything to God yet men love


         titles and despise servants.





    B.   While swearing and giving and praying, the scribes and Pharisees


         put on quite a show.  Yet Jesus saw through their display of outward


         religion, and condemned them on the very eve of His betrayal.





XXIII.   Mt 24:-28:





    A.   Jesus' words will not pass away, despite the attempts of many to


         destroy them. (Mt 24:35) The saints can rest secure in the knowledge


         that the truth will prevail in the end.





    B.   Mt 24:36 tells us that although many will attempt to predict it,


         no one except God, the Father knows when Jesus will return.





    C.   Mt 25:34-40 teaches us the necessity of doing good deeds while on


         earth.  When people think they are serving God in person, they show


         such a good spirit. And when people can only see the beggar in front


         of them, they forget that the beggar, too, is made in the image of


         God. How we treat others here will determine to a large degree where


         we will spend eternity.  Works ARE a necessary part of salvation,


         despite modern teaching to the contrary.





    D.   Jesus said (Mt 26:11) that the poor would always be with us.  Jesus


         did not promise to fill all the desires of the grasping human heart.


         Jesus knew that the condition of the soul was more important than the


         condition of the body.





    E.   Though Peter said he would not deny Jesus, he did. (Mt 26:31-35,


         69-75).





    F.   Jesus was betrayed with a kiss! (Mt 26:48-50) Jesus called Judas


         friend even in the face of death! What a love Jesus has for us, and


         what an example this ought to be for us.





    G.   Judas  (Mt  27:4)  and Pilate (Mt 27:24)  admitted  that  Jesus  was


         innocent. Those responsible for directly killing Jesus admitted His


         innocence! Yet Jesus died.





    H.   Mt 27:25 is perhaps the saddest verse in the book of Matthew.  Could


         this  be  the reason the Jews have suffered from the  destruction  of


         Jerusalem in A.D. 70 until recent times?





    I.   The veil of the temple was torn, and the people could see into the


         most holy place. (Mt 27:51)
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    J.   The  grave  could  not  hold Jesus and He  rose.  (Mt  28:5-6)   All


         authority  has  been given to Jesus,  the Man the  world  hated.  (Mt


         28:18-20) Even at the time of the resurrection some disciples


         doubted (Mt 28:17). May we weigh the evidence and believe! (Jn 20:31)








XIV.     Conclusion





    A.   Many paradoxes exist in Jesus' teaching.





    B.   May this outline only be a guide in Bible study. The Bible is the


         only authority in religion.  Only the Bible contains the answers to


         spiritual questions.  No man can replace or improve on the inspired


         Word of God.  May we all depend on God's Word to guide us.





    C.   This writer would appreciate any comments and corrections so that


         future editions will be more accurate.





    D.   May God bless all those who study the Bible with an open mind and a


         pure heart. To God be the glory in all things.








