                SUMMARIES OF BOOKS OF THE BIBLE





                                  GENESIS





   The  book of Genesis is truly a book of "firsts".   The first life on 


   earth,  the  first man and woman,  and the first sin are found  here.  


   The first rain,  the first flood,  the first rainbow,  and the  first 


   sacrifice show the terrible results of sin.





   Adam's  walk  with God ends as Adam disobeys God yet a promise  of  a 


   Savior to come remains.   Jesus is reflected in the life of Abel, the 


   sacrifice of the animals by Noah,  the salvation of the ark,  and the 


   promise of the rainbow.





   The  call  of  Abram,  the wanderings of  the  "chosen  family",  the 


   destruction  of  Sodom and Gomorrah show the many ways in  which  God 


   works.   Even  in  Joseph's slavery and the journey of Jacob's  whole 


   family, God's grace and mercy can be seen.





   More  than any other book,  Genesis is packed full of  history,  from 


   time unknown to the time of the Pharaohs and the pyramids.   You will 


   never forget your study of Genesis, from the serpent in the garden to 


   the bones of Joseph.





                             EXODUS: GOING OUT





   The book of Exodus tells how the children of Israel go out from slavery 


   in Egypt.  In the desert, the people see miracles, they sin, and they 


   are given a law to keep.  Moses is the main character of this book.





                                 LEVITICUS





   This is the book of the tribe of Levi. The burnt offerings, the rules 


   for  leprosy,  what  to  eat,  and  how to wash  are  in  this  book.  


   Leviticus has many rules, but we do not have to follow them today. We 


   live under the New Testament,  the law of Christ.   This  book,  with 


   Genesis,  Exodus,  Numbers,  and  Deuteronomy  are the Pentateuch  (5 


   books) which Moses wrote.





                                  NUMBERS





   This book contains more laws.   Also the history of God's people from 


   Sinai  to  the  entrance into Canaan is told.   This  book  is  named 


   because the people were counted, or numbered in the wilderness.


�



                                DEUTERONOMY





   Deuteronomy  means  the second law giving.   The people who  were  to 


   enter Canaan had all grown up in the wilderness.  All the people  who 


   had  stood  at  Sinai with Moses and saw Moses receive the  Law  were 


   dead,  except Caleb and Joshua.   So Moses gave the law again.


                                  JOSHUA





   This book tells of Joshua leading God's people into Canaan.  The name 


   Joshua means "he saves".   The name Jesus comes from the name Joshua.  


   This book covers the lifetime of the main character, Joshua.





                                  JUDGES





   Judges is the record of the judges God gave to Israel.  A judge would 


   help the people,  then the people would disobey God again.   Then God 


   would send another judge to rescue the people again.





                                   RUTH





   This is a love story of a woman and her mother-in-law.   We can learn 


   much from this sweet story of respect and honor.





                                 I SAMUEL





   This  book begins with the life story of the  prophet  Samuel.  Saul, 


   Israel's  first king and David,  Israel's second king,  are found  in 


   this book, too.  Wars and battles, lies and deceit, heroes and giants 


   are found in this book.  There are some good examples of obedience to 


   God in this book, also.





                                 II SAMUEL





   Beginning with the death of Saul,  this book is the story of  David's 


   reign over Israel.  David's good and bad deeds are recorded here.





                                  I KINGS





   Solomon, David's son becomes king, and many other kings follow him in 


   this exciting book.  From the division of the kingdom after Solomon's 


   death to the time of Ahaziah and Jehoshaphat, the people went farther 


   and  farther away from God.   The northern ten tribes became known as 


   Israel,  and Samaria was its capital,  while Judah and Benjamin  kept 


   Jerusalem as their capital to the south and wore the name Judah.
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                                 II KINGS





   The lives of many kings are told here.  In this book, both Israel and 


   Judah  are  taken  captive.   Assyria captures  Israel,  and  Babylon 


   captures  Judah.   God let this happen because the  people  disobeyed 


   Him.


                               I CHRONICLES


                               II CHRONICLES





   These books are a review of the Bible up through the end of II Kings.


                                   EZRA





   The  Persians took over the Assyrian Empire.   Then Cyrus decided  to 


   let  the Jewish captives go back to Jerusalem and rebuild the temple.  


   Ezra is a priest who returns to Jerusalem and who wrote this book.





                                 NEHEMIAH





   Nehemiah  tells  of the rebuilding of Jerusalem.   Many  things  went 


   wrong, but Jerusalem was rebuilt anyway.





                                  ESTHER





   This  is  a record of what happened to the Jews  in  their  captivity 


   during the time of the Persian kings.





                                    JOB





   This is the account of a righteous man who is tempted by Satan.   God 


   allows  Job  to be tempted,  and Job's three friends come to talk  to 


   him.   Most  of  the book is a record of Job's talks with  his  three 


   friends.  The friends say that Job's sin is causing Job's problems.


   Job's request to speak to God is granted, and God's answers cause


   Job to repent. In the end Job is blessed more than at the beginning.





                                  PSALMS





   These are songs,  written by David and others in Hebrew poetry.  Some 


   of  these songs praise God,  some are prayers,  and some teach  about 


   God's care for His people. Common themes are the fate of the good and


   the wicked, and the way God deals with His people.
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                                 PROVERBS





   Written by Solomon in poetry, each verse of this book is divided into 


   two  parts.   The first part of the verse gives a  thought,  and  the 


   second part of the verse gives the conclusion of the thought.





                               ECCLESIASTES





   This book,  also written by Solomon,  contains questions Solomon has.  


   Solomon  questions his faith and tries everything to prove his faith.  


   In the end, Solomon says, "Fear God........".





                              SONG OF SOLOMON





   This  love  poem  written by Solomon,  is a parable  of  Christ  (the 


   groom),  and the church (the bride).  Solomon calls himself the groom 


   in this parable, also.


                                  ISAIAH





   Isaiah  lived  during the time of Uzziah until the time of  Hezekiah, 


   kings of Judah.   Many nations would be destroyed,  Isaiah said,  but 


   most  of  this  book deals with God's  people.   The  coming  Messiah 


   (Christ) is foretold many times in this book.





                                 JEREMIAH





   Called  the  weeping prophet,  Jeremiah prophesied from the  time  of 


   Josiah  until Judah was taken captive.   Very few people listened  to 


   him, but Jeremiah kept right on preaching.





                               LAMENTATIONS





   Here  Jeremiah weeps over Jerusalem after Nebuchadnezzar carries  the 


   people away.  This is a very sad book.





                                  EZEKIEL





   A  captive in Chaldea,  Ezekiel sees many visions of God's glory  and 


   also sees the return of God's people to Jerusalem.





�



                                  DANIEL





   Also a captive in Babylon,  Daniel became a ruler in Chaldea.  Daniel 


   saw visions and interpreted dreams.  This is a very symbolic book.





                                   HOSEA





   During  the time of Uzziah,  and until the time  of  Hezekiah,  Hosea 


   tells of the spiritual condition of God's people.





                                   JOEL





   This prophet taught the kingdom of Judah.  This book is quoted in the 


   book of Acts on the day of Pentecost.





                             AMOS AND OBADIAH





   Amos  prophesied to the Northern Kingdom (Israel) and Obadiah  taught 


   about what would happen to Edom.





                                   JONAH





   Almost  everyone knows this familiar account of what happened to  the 


   prophet who tried to run away from God. Jonah later realizes the 


   importance of God's message.


                        MICAH, NAHUM, AND HABAKKUK





   These  prophets  also warned God's people to repent.  Nahum told  how 


   Nineveh,  a large city would fall.   Habakkuk said that God's  people 


   would be punished.





                           ZEPHANIAH AND HAGGAI





   Zephaniah  said  that  Judah  would  soon  be  captive.   During  the 


   captivity, Haggai encouraged the people to rebuild the temple.





                           ZECHARIAH AND MALACHI





   Zechariah was a prophet at the same time as Haggai.   Zechariah spoke 


   in many symbols.





   Malachi was the last Old Testament prophet.  He warned people to turn 


   back to God.  Malachi said that the Messiah (Christ) was coming soon.
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                                 MATTHEW





   Written by a former tax collector,  this is the most read book of the 


   Bible.   This  account  of the life of Jesus has much in common  with 


   Luke and Mark.  Matthew is written from the Jewish point of view.





                                   MARK


   


   This  shortest gospel was written by a  young  convert,  Mark.   Some 


   people think that this is the John Mark found in Ac 15:37.





                                   LUKE





   A Greek doctor who traveled with Paul wrote this account of the  life 


   of Jesus.  Luke also wrote the book of Acts.  





                                   JOHN





   The apostle who wrote this gospel was probably the closest to Jesus. 


   For this reason John is often called the apostle of love.   John also 


   wrote I, II, and III John and Revelation.





                                   ACTS





   This  action-packed  book contains the history of the  early  church.  


   Luke,  the author,  traveled with Paul on many of his journeys.   The 


   "we"  and  "us" in the last half of this book tells the  reader  that 


   this is an eyewitness account.








                                  ROMANS





   Paul  wrote  this book to the Christians at Rome to teach  them  more 


   about the plan of salvation.   Paul showed that the Gentiles and Jews 


   had sinned.   The only answer to sin is Jesus.   The last half of the 


   book tells how to live the Christian life. Familiar thems are faith,


   grace, and salvation.





                               I CORINTHIANS





   This time Paul wrote to a Greek seaport.   The church here had almost 


   every  kind of problem you could imagine.   Wild  parties,  feasting, 


   sideshows,  and politics filled the church.  This book was written to 


   straighten out the mess.
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                              II CORINTHIANS





   Paul  reminds  the Corinthians about God's rewards for the  faithful, 


   and  about God's plan for living fight.   The last part of  the  book 


   tells how to give ourselves to God.





                                 GALATIANS





   Problems  with  false doctrine and the difference between the Law  of 


   Moses  and the law of Christ caused Paul to write  this  book.   Paul 


   also encourages the Galatian Christians to continue their good work.





                                 EPHESIANS





   Grace,  works,  faith,  and salvation are explained here.  Paul tells 


   about the Christian's armor and the bride of Christ, the church.





                                PHILIPPIANS





   Love  and sacrifice are the themes of this book by Paul.   Christians 


   are told to fight Satan and not look back.  The key word of this book 


   is "rejoice".





                                COLOSSIANS





   Salvation  by  Christ  is  the  center  of  this  book.   Paul  tells 


   Christians   that  Christ cannot rule our lives until  we  completely 


   give ourselves to Him.





                              I THESSALONIANS





   This letter to encourage a group of Christians does not deal with any 


   big  problem.   Paul  does have to straighten out a few things on the 


   resurrection, however.





                             II THESSALONIANS





   Paul wrote this to comfort the persecuted Christians at Thessalonica.  


   Paul tells the Christians there to look forward to the second  coming 


   of Christ.
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                                 I TIMOTHY





   This  letter to a young preacher,  Timothy,  contains good advice for 


   all  Christians.    Paul  discusses  elders,   deacons,   and   their 


   qualifications.





                                II TIMOTHY





   Paul  warns  the  young preacher to  remain  faithful.   Some  people 


   believe this letter is the last letter Paul wrote before being killed 


   for his    faith in Christ.





                                   TITUS





   This  letter  to another young preacher tells Titus how to  help  the 


   church in Crete.  Paul wrote this book, too.





                                 PHILEMON





   Philemon, a Roman soldier, received this personal letter from Paul.





                                  HEBREWS





   "Better" is the key word in this book.  Christ is better than the Law 


   of Moses,  better than angels,  etc.  This letter warns Christians to 


   be faithful to Christ and not turn back to the Law of Moses which had 


   passed  away.   Many scholars believe this book was also  written  by 


   Paul. Early English versions title this book 'the epostle of Paul'. 





                                   JAMES





   James wrote this letter to the scattered Christians.   Prayer, faith, 


   works,  the  tongue,  and prejudice are the subjects of this powerful 


   book.  James shows the Christian to live closer to God every day.





                                  I PETER





   Peter  explains  the rewards for serving Christ and gives  advice  on 


   living right.   The call to suffer for Christ and to give Christ  the 


   glory are given in this book.





�






                                 II PETER





   Peter tells about judgment to come,  and why God's Word is important.  


   Peter  tells  Christians that the earth will be burned up,  what it 


   meeans to be chosen by God, and admonishes Christians to remain true 


   to God. 





                                  I JOHN





   This is the story of God's love for us.  John explains how Christians 


   must love others as God loves.   The Holy Spirit is also discussed in 


   this letter. This book was written to combat the false doctrine of


   Gnosticism, emphasizing that Christ is God and that everyone can


   know the truth, not just a select few.





                           II JOHN AND III JOHN


   


   These  very  personal letters by John were written  later  in  John's 


   life,  many people believe.  Some also believe II John was written to 


   a church.





                                   JUDE





   Jude  wrote  this  short  letter to  warn  Christians  against  false 


   doctrine.  He shows the foolishness of false doctrine and the results 


   of  sin.   Jude calls on Christians to help save others before it  is 


   too late.





                                REVELATION





   This  record of John's vision in exile contains  many  symbols.   The 


   messages to the seven churches of Asia are the easiest to understand.  


   The  rest of this book show how Jesus and the church struggle against 


   Satan and the world.   In the end,  Satan and his followers end up in 


   Hell and the faithful followers of God end up in living with God.


   Scholars may still be debating over the symbols in the middle part


   of the book until Jesus comes again.





